Scholars and literati of the Ming and Qing 
used to come here to drink wine and 
compose poems. Page 16 



“Sometimes deep in the night, I think 
about our plays and wonder how many 
we have left.” Page 10 



“I look for distinctive work, saying 
something about what’s going on 
in China.” Page 9 
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By Su Wei 

F or Xue Qingshui, a doctoral 
student at Shanghai’s Jiao- 
tong University, switching 
supervisors after over one year 
was a major disruption to his doc- 
toral studies. “But we still insist- 
ed on making the move,” Xue told 
Beijing Today last Friday. 

Last July, Xue and another 
eight doctoral students went to 
the unusual lengths of trans- 
ferring to new supervisors. Till 
now, their former supervisor Wang 
Yongcheng, professor of the uni- 
versity’s Information College has 
not filled in the supervisor trans- 
fer application form, as requested 
by the university. 

“Now under the guidance of 
new supervisors, we are able to 
concentrate on academic study,” 
said Su Guiyang, another of the 
nine students. 

A Xinhua report on March 29 
said that the issue was not simply 
a one-off conflict between students 
and teacher, but “highlighted the 
problems of the system of educat- 
ing doctoral students in China.” 
How many is too many? 

According to the Xinhua re- 
port, one reason the nine stu- 
dents changed their supervisor 
was that being responsible for 
around 40 students, Wang was 
unable to give them individual 
academic guidance. 

Li Hong (a pseudonym), who 
completed her doctorate in Arts 
at a renowned university in 
Beijing last year, recalls that 
in 1999, she, along with more 
than 100 students enrolled in 
the graduate college, 70 more 
than scheduled. “In my universi- 
ty the income of supervisors of 
doctoral students is largely de- 
pendent on the number of stu- 
dents he or she has,” she said. 

Wang Yongcheng says the num- 
ber of students a supervisor has 
depends both on the area of re- 
search he is involved in as well 
as the ability of the supervisor. 
“Supervisors of doctoral students 
should have strategic knowledge, 
that is, the ability to provide guid- 
ance at a macro level rather than 
detailed guidance,” he told Beijing 
Today Monday. 

Zhang Wenxian, professor at 
Fudan University’s Management 
College and founder of the Shang- 
hai Enterprise Efficiency Insti- 
tute agrees that it should not 
be assumed that there is always 
a negative relationship between 
quality and quantity. “I have more 
than ten doctoral students but I 
ask them to not only learn from 
me but also from other students, 
through discussing ideas and ex- 
changing opinions.” 

But Lu Guosun, president of 
the university’s Foreign Languag- 
es Department, strongly opposes 
supervisors having many doctoral 
students, arguing that quantity is 
being overvalued at the expense 
of quality. “Under current condi- 
tions in China, quality is being ig- 
nored,” he said. “It seems that the 


Quantity 


Threatening 


Quality 

Are doctoral supervisors in China 
spreading their talents too thinly? 


‘Without income, 
how can they 
publish their 
articlesP Without 
projects how can 
they get the 
money?’ 


academic standard of a doctoral 
supervisor is judged by the num- 
ber of students he or she has.” Lu 
says with only two doctoral stu- 
dents, his ranking in the univer- 
sity is not as high as some of his 
colleagues with more students. 

Zhu Shida, a research fellow of 
the Institute of American Studies 
of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, believes doctoral super- 
visors should limit the number of 
candidates he accepts. “It is hard 
to imagine how a supervisor could 
have the energy and time to take 
care of seven or more,” he said. 
“The qualification to be a doctor- 
al supervisor should be granted 
through a more careful process of 
selection. The best minds in all 
endeavors of the sciences should 
be the supervisors who will train 
the next generation of China’s 
best minds.” 

Academia vs commerce 

The Xinhua report says the 
nine students formerly worked at 
National High-tech Application, a 
company registered in the name 
of Wang’s wife, Chen Zushen, and 


based in Wang’s office. “Wang had 
not given us any academic guid- 
ance, except asking us to carry 
out projects he obtained either as 
state research projects or enter- 
prise new product development,” 
an unnamed student was quoted 
as saying in the report. 

“Doctoral students, especially 
those in science and engineering, 
frequently call their supervisors 
‘boss,’” a student at a research in- 
stitute in Beijing, told Beijing To- 
day, requesting anonymity. “It is 
because supervisors are more like 
heads of construction teams, al- 
ways with projects they are ask- 
ing us to undertake.” 

He said during his four years’ 
doctoral study, his supervisor has 
never held any academic discus- 
sion with him. “The only discus- 
sions that we have are directly 
focused on the projects that he 
has asked me to work on,” he 
said. “I am not a young man and 
I have already accumulated some 
experience. The reason for me to 
study for a doctoral degree is to 
gain more academic knowledge. 
But instead of learning, I only 
work and work.” 

Huang Fei (a pseudonym), a 
doctoral student at a renowned 
university, says he does not op- 
pose working on projects for his 
supervisor, so long as the project 
has research value. “In fact for 
all the projects that a supervisor 
might have, no matter whether 
they are government sponsored 
or commercial, they are only proj- 
ects. So it becomes a routine for 
us to carry out a project, complete 
it and then begin a similar one,” 
he said. 

Huang adds that what their 
supervisors care about is whether 


these projects could be finished on 
time, allowing them to be paid for 
the completed project and publish 
papers about them. 

Ye Jianhua, a professor of East 
China Normal University, says 
there are two types of projects 
assigned to doctoral students by 
their supervisors - those that the 
supervisors obtain from national 
projects funded by the govern- 
ment and those that come from 
enterprises. He points out that the 
former are an important means 
of improving students’ research 
abilities, while the latter is help- 
ful in strengthening their abilities 
to combine theory with practice. 

In light of his own experience, 
Zhang Wenxian considers there is 
nothing untoward about his over 
10 doctorate students working in 
his institute on enterprise-target- 
ed projects. “For the students, it is 
to their advantage to undertake 
these projects,” he said. 

While these projects can bring 
in 200,000 to 300,000 yuan, they 
are “all consistent with the areas 
we are studying academically,” he 
added. 

“Since society demands the 
combining of theoretical knowl- 
edge with practice, there is no rea- 
son for us to ignore the knowledge 
application. Otherwise knowledge 
from books will only remain in 
books,” he said. “Knowledge by it- 
self cannot be turned into pro- 
ductivity, unless it is put into 
practice.” 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Foreign Trade Law 
Amendments Approved 


The draft amendment to the 
Chinese Foreign Trade Law, sub- 
mitted for deliberation for the 
third time, was passed by a unani- 
mous vote at the eighth meeting 
of the 10th National People’s Con- 
gress (NPC) Standing Committee, 
which closed on Tuesday. 

The passage of the revised For- 
eign Trade Law, which will take 
effect on July 1, concluded China’s 
two-year-long review of its laws 
related to foreign trade, bringing 
China’s legal system into line with 
its WTO commitments. 

Previously, China had enacted 
and revised 12 laws related to for- 
eign trade under its WTO commit- 
ments, such as joint venture law, 
foreign enterprise law and cus- 
toms law. 

Huang Jianchu, chief of the eco- 
nomic law section under the Com- 


mission of the Legislative Affairs 
of the NPC Standing Committee 
said the legislative work directly 
related to China’s WTO commit- 
ment has concluded, and that 
review of relevant administrative 
regulations will be the focus for 
related departments in future. 

The revised Foreign Trade 
Law has three major changes: 
individuals can also be operators 
of foreign trade; legally regis- 
tered foreign trade operators can 
conduct both goods and technol- 
ogy import and export without 
the need to obtain administrative 
approval; foreign trade rights of 
some special products, such as 
petroleum, grain, chemical fertil- 
izer, cotton, sugar and edible oil, 
which were completely reserved 
for state-owned companies in the 
past, should be publicly autho- 


rized and a certain ratio of these 
products may be imported and 
exported by non-authorized com- 
panies. 

The revised Foreign Trade Law 
also added clauses concerning how 
to maintain fair trade order and 
how to exert trade relief, so that 
the domestic foreign trade enter- 
prises could utilize anti-subsidy 
and anti-dumping means under 
the WTO framework to safeguard 
their own interests in interna- 
tional trade affairs. 

In order to respond promptly to 
sudden changes in foreign trade 
and provide better service to the 
operators, the revised law also 
adds clauses for establishing an 
early warning system, a public 
information service system, a sta- 
tistics mechanism and publicity 
about illegal operations. 


The revised laws also broaden 
the range of sanctions against 
illegal operations, currently lim- 
ited to the withdrawal of opera- 
tion credit through adopting more 
severe punishments, from crim- 
inal penalties to administrative 
penalties and cancellation of oper- 
ators’ qualifications. 

The revised law also has clauses 
on protecting intellectual property 
rights in trade, which is common 
in many countries’ business law, 
aiming to protect the rights of 
both domestic and foreign prop- 
erty owners. 

The clause on responses to 
administrative punishment, which 
regulates that a trader can ask for 
reconsideration of an unfavorable 
ruling or take legal proceedings, 
came from the suggestion of com- 
merce chambers of foreign-funded 
trade enterprises. 

He stressed that the revised 
Foreign Trade Law is relatively 
complete and feasible, but the 
effective implementation of the 
law cannot be achieved without 
the amendments of the related 
administrative regulations, which 
are still under consideration. 

(Xinhua) 


(Continued from page 1) 

However, Zhang points out that it is important to 
let the doctorate students know the positive effects of 
practicing their knowledge and making decisions as 
to whether to conduct research or not. “That is, the 
relationship between supervisors and their doctoral 
students should be as that between fathers and sons, 
rather than bosses and employees,” he said. 

Lu Guosun, on the other hand, insists the idea 
that academia should be combined with industry 
is wrong. “Academic pursuit must be purely aca- 
demic, that is, people engaging in academic study 
must be devoted to it,” he said. “Conducting proj- 
ects has become too much influenced by commerce. 
As a result, research projects carried out by dif- 
ferent doctoral supervisors in different universities 
are no different, in spite of different ‘packaging.’” 

A matter of money 

The president of a graduate college of a renowned 
university, who requested anonymity, told Beijing 
Today , “The investment for a national science proj- 
ect totals 1 million yuan over four years. But the 
project is usually undertaken by three or four uni- 
versities with around five supervisors, each usually 
with two students,” he explained. “For an ordinary 
national project, the investment is usually 200,000 
yuan for three years. In fact, those with state proj- 
ects are much luckier than the nearly 70 percent of 
doctoral supervisors who have no national projects. 

Wang Yongcheng told Xinhua about the difficulty 
of finding projects in order to obtain money to fund 
further projects. “For one of my projects, one third of 
the total 300,000 yuan funding was not allocated by 
the government till three years later,” he said. 

Wang says the monthly allowance for a doctoral 
student in his university is 290 yuan. “But when they 
come to publish their articles, they need to pay more 
than 100 yuan per page for the designing, resulting in 
total fee that can reach as high as several thousand 
yuan for a complete article,” he said. ‘Without income, 
how can they publish their articles? Without projects, 
how can they get the money?” 

Mei Renyi, a professor at Beijing University of 
International Studies and doctoral supervisor in the 
study of Sino-American relations, told Beijing Today 
that the government has not allocated him any money 
for an individual project he and his student are work- 
ing on. “Every year the government allocates 1,000 
yuan as the fee to educate a doctoral student, of that, 
300 yuan goes to the supervisor and 700 yuan to the 
students. This amount can hardly cover the expense of 
buying books, so how can a supervisor concentrate on 
academic research?” 

Self discipline 

According to Wang Yajie, deputy director gen- 
eral of the Office of the Academic Degrees Com- 
mittee of the State Council, China has achieved 
tremendous successes in its post-graduate educa- 
tion in the last two decades. “But I cannot say 
that there are not any problems,” he said. “How- 
ever these problems can be solved through self- 
discipline on the part of the supervisors. That is, 
the supervisors must understand their responsi- 
bility is to educate qualified doctoral candidates 
through both academic and mental guidance.” 

He says there should be nothing wrong with 
doctoral supervisors having many students, as long 
as they have the ability to guide their students to 
write theses that can withstand rigorous academic 
challenges. “Under certain circumstances, the stu- 
dents can learn from others who also study with 
the same supervisor, and then develop their team- 
spirit,” he added. 

Wang says that finding means to obtain funds 
to carry out projects is another responsibility that 
supervisors should undertake. “It is because the 
possibility of securing funded projects depends 
largely on the reputation of the supervisors, and 
once completed, these projects bring credit not only 
to the supervisors and their students, but also to 
the country. However the application of these proj- 
ects in society is limited to a specific area. For the 
enterprise-targeted ones, they can have tangible 
benefits, which cannot be ignored,” he said. 

“But all the supervisors must bear in mind that 
self-discipline is the starting point for them to do 
anything, and a basic requirement to be a supervi- 
sor,” Wang emphasized. 


Reforms 

Target 

Publishing 

Industry 

By Chu Meng / Hou Mingxin 

The transformation of China publica- 
tion group into China Publication Corpo- 
ration has been approved by the state 
council, which indicates that the central 
government has ordered structural reform 
for state-level publishing houses, Xinhua 
reported on Sunday. 

This newly launched conglomerate has 
twelve core members, including the Peo- 
ple’s Literature Publishing House, the 
Commercial Press, Xinhua Bookstore, and 
China National Publishing Import and 
Export Corporation. It has transformed 
from a state-owned publication group into 
a joint-stock economic entity with a capi- 
talized operating model. 

According to the report, the aim of the 
shake-up is to introduce a modern corporate 
system with clearly established ownership, 
well-defined powers and responsibility and 


scientific management. It also calls for an 
expansion of reforms in China’s press and 
publication industries. 

The report further states that almost 
all of China’s publishing units will be 
transformed into enterprises. The People’s 
Publishing House, the only exception to 
the makeover order, will maintain its orga- 
nization and identity as a public service 
operation. 

This year, China Publication Corpora- 
tion will establish a chain-store operation 
system and retailing networks, enhance 
distribution capability, expand import and 
export trade volume and market share. It 
will also constitute a multi-lateral capital 
corporation and expand the scope of stock 
market financing in an effort to become 
the mainstream force in China’s press and 
publication industry, according to Yang. 

At present there are 527 publishing 
houses nationwide. In 2002 alone they pub- 
lished 171,000 titles, printing a total of 6.9 
billion volumes. Although some publishers 
have modernized their operations during the 
past few years, traditional planned economy 
mechanisms have remained largely in place 
in this industry. 

Under China’s WTO agreements, the book 
retail market will open to foreign companies 
from December 1. Investment stakes will no 
longer be restricted to below set levels, and 
investors will be free to manage operations 
as they see fit. At the same time, hurdles for 
private domestic companies will fall. 


Ilectronic 
Signature Law 
Under Discussion 

ByYiYi 

The draft law on electronic signatures, first 
put up for discussion at the 10th National 
People’s Congress Standing Committee meet- 
ing, which concluded Monday, is listed as one 
of the NPC’s priorities this year. 

The law was initially proposed by NPC 
representative Lin Qiang, from Fujian, in 
early March. On March 24, the State Council 
approved the draft in principal. 

With 5 chapters and 37 articles, the draft 
is based on comments from e-commerce and 
law experts, and draws on relevant laws 
from the UN, EU, and the US, Japan, Korea 
and Singapore. Cao Kangtai, director of the 
Legislative Affairs Office of the State Coun- 
cil, explained to the meeting that the draft 
focuses on four aspects; the establishment of 
the legal force of electronic signatures, regu- 


lation of the use of electronic signatures, con- 
firmation of the legal status and process of 
authenticating institutions, and regulations 
pertaining to safeguard measures. 

The draft states that an electronic sig- 
nature has legal force equal to that of a 
handwritten signature. It also establishes 
the establishment criteria for electronic 
authenticators. 

Wang Juntao, founder of the pioneering 
E-commerce companies 8848 and 6688, asked 
customers, enterprises and individuals to 
provide comments on the websites, and then 
asked them to confirm the information via 
regular mail. This brought the E-commerce 
company unnecessary cost, which was passed 
onto buyers and sellers. ‘We still sign con- 
tracts through regular mail. If digital sig- 
natures obtain legal force, then everything 
can be handled on the website, which would 
eventually save considerable time and cost,” 
commented Wang. 

There are over 4,000 E-commerce website 
and over 70 authenticating organizations in 
China according to statistics from the China 
Internet Network Information Center, and 
the total E-commerce sales volume in China 
had reached $60 billion dollars by 2003. 


Regulation issued 
on Banking 
Supervision 

By Hou Mingxin 

The China Banking Regulatory Commis- 
sion (CBRC) Tuesday issued a regulation 
governing transactions between commercial 
banks and affiliated parties. 

The new regulation, which will take effect 
on May 1, is a further step by the banking 
watchdog to tighten supervision of Chinese 
banking institutions, many of which are 
undergoing restructuring. 

Such affiliated transactions had led to 
considerable losses for commercial banks 
and were a major cause of the massive non- 
performing loans problem in the banking 
sector, the commission said. 


The reason for the issue of the reg- 
ulation, according to the commission, is 
the huge risks hidden in unfair affiliated 
transactions between commercial banks 
and their affiliated parties, which seriously 
undermine the safe and stable functioning 
of commercial banks. 

By the end of 2003, non-performing 
loans accounted for 17.8 percent of total 
lending by major Chinese financial insti- 
tutions, or the State-owned commercial 
banks, policy banks and joint-stock com- 
mercial banks. 

The new regulation give a detailed defini- 
tion of “affiliated transactions” and list the 
different types of transactions. Affiliated par- 
ties typically include shareholders and senior 
bank management. 

According to the new regulation, commer- 
cial banks are explicitly forbidden to extend 
unsecured loans to affiliated parties, grant 
loans collateralized by shares from the lender 
itself, or provide guarantees for financing 
activities by affiliated parties. 


New Highlights for Expo 


By Su Wei 

The Seventh China 
Beijing International High- 
tech Exposition, featuring 
nearly 100 activities cover- 
ing more than 40 topics, will 
be held from May 21 to 26. 
The news was announced 
by Yang Liuyin, executive 
vice secretary-general of 
the Expo Organizing Com- 
mittee at a press confer- 
ence Thursday. 

Compared with the past 
Expos, coordination of social 
and economic development is 
being promoted as a highlight 
this year. The China Summit 
on City Management and 
Development will be a prom- 
inent new addition to this 
year’s event, with topics such 
as strategy and positioning 
of cities, planning and infor- 
mation construction of city 
management, integration and 


value-added urban resources 
and intelligent transportation 
and logistics. 

“It is also the first time for 
a forum on cooperation and 
development in the Bohai eco- 
nomic area is to be held,” said 
Lu Hao, secretary-general of 
the committee. “We hope it will 
work as a platform for schol- 
ars, government officials and 
entrepreneurs to meet and dis- 
cuss the region’s development 
and promote its economy.” 

As in the past two Expos, 
financing, new technology 
application and tendering of 
the building materials for 
Olympic venue construction 
projects, will also be carried 
out. According to the com- 
mittee, the core competitive- 
ness of enterprises and the 
cultivation of financial and 
capital markets are also key 
areas for this year’s Expo. 


Public Security Review 


Beijing’s 110 emergency 
hotline received 12 percent 
fewer calls this week than 
in the preceding week, and 
175 criminal suspects have 
been apprehended after 
investigations. Reports of 
swindles saw a relative 
decrease of 35 percent. 

Break-ins mostly 

occurred at Niujie and 
Dashilan in Xuanwu, 
Zhanlanlu in Xicheng, 
Dongzhimen in Dongcheng, 
and Chaowai in Chaoyang 
at night. Jinsong and 
Panjiayuan in Chaoyang, 
Qinghe in Haidian and 
Guangwai in Xuanwu were 
the most common places for 


auto thefts to take place, 
mainly at night and in the 
early morning, while street 
robberies occurred most fre- 
quently at Beijing Railway 
Station and around the 
outskirts of Chaoyang and 
Haidian districts. 

Robberies targeting mate- 
rials at construction sites 
have become a key target 
of police recently. Criminals 
operating in groups fre- 
quently commit such crimes 
using trucks to break into 
construction sites in the early 
hours of the morning. 

(Information from 

Beijing Public Security 
Bureau) 


Peking University Seeks 
Wider Pool of Talent 


By Chu Meng 

Peking University has 
announced plans to employ 95 
career professors, as part of the 
reforms to its personnel system. 
Zhou Yueming, head of the uni- 
versity’s personnel department 
verified the announcement in 
a report in Thursdays China 
Youth Daily. 

The scope of the employ- 
ment plan involves positions 
in most colleges and schools 
at the university, including 

System Set to Control 

By Hou Mingxin 

The Ministry of Labor and 
Social Security announced at 
a press conference Tuesday 
that it will set up a system 
to regulate and control unem- 
ployment in the next two to 
three years. 

In order to avoid surges in 
unemployment, the ministry 
will concentrate on exploring 
possible methods for the reg- 
ulation and control of unem- 
ployment. 

The registered unemployed 
rate reached 4.3 percent by 
the end of 2003, and the coun- 
try has set a goal to keep it 
within 4.4 percent this year. 

“With the goal to control 
unemployment, we will regu- 
late the unemployment situ- 


twelve professor positions in 
the physics department and 
eleven in the information 
technology department, eight 
in the mathsmatics depart- 
ment and six in the chemis- 
try department. 

The move represents a sig- 
nificant change in Peking Uni- 
versity’s employment system, 
with the employment of large 
numbers of career professors 
from outside the university for 
the first time. 

Unemployment 

ation through legal, economic 
and administrative means,” 
said deputy minister Zhang 
Xiaojian. 

Through unemployment 
regulation, China aims to con- 
trol excessive unemployment, 
shorten the cycle of unemploy- 
ment, avoid periodic over-con- 
centration of laid-off workers 
and ensure the jobless could 
sustain a living. 

Official statistics showed 
that 103.73 million people 
have been covered by unem- 
ployment insurance by the 
end of 2003, 24 million more 
than in 1998. And 4.5 mil- 
lion laid-off workers cur- 
rently claim unemployment 
compensation, seven times 
more than in 1998. 


Forestry Development Speeds Up 


By Zhang Bo 

The Beijing Municipal 
Government promulgated a 
resolution to accelerate for- 
estry development on March 
25, according to Beijing For- 
estry Bureau. 

Under the resolution, the 
government will loosen con- 
trol on the development of 
forestry funded by the non- 
public sector. Capable farm- 
ers, urban residents, private 
entrepreneurs, foreign inves- 
tors and civil servants are 
permitted to take part in for- 
estry-related construction and 
development. 

The government will also 
encourage the turnover of 
property rights by means of 
lease, transfer, auction, nego- 
tiation and allotment, and 
legally obtained use rights of 
afforested land. 

The resolution defines two 


categories of forestry proj- 
ects: public interest and 
commercial. Different man- 
agement systems and poli- 
cies have been put forward 
aimed at each category. 

Individuals are encouraged 
to participate in the construc- 
tion of public interest forestry 
projects, which will be funded 
mainly by the government. 
However, market mechanisms 
will play a major role in 
the development of commer- 
cial forestry, which will receive 
necessary support from the 
government. 

Song Xiyou, director of 
the Beijing Forestry Bureau, 
revealed Beijing’s area of 
afforested land would be 
increased by 35,000 hectares 
this year, with per capita 
public green areas increas- 
ing by 1 square meter to 45 
square meters. 
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More Metal 
Demand 
in China 


By Sun Yongjian 

C hina has an in- 
satiable appe- 
tite for metal, 
according to an 
analysis report put to- 
gether by JP Morgan and 
issued Friday. 

That report, focusing on 
metal consumption in sev- 
en developed and emerging 
markets, named China as 
the world’s largest market 
for basic metals, specifically 
bronze, stainless steel, iron 
and steen, and demand is 
expected to double in the 
next five or six years. 

Metal consumption in 
China is developing so 
quickly that it could re- 
sult in a rise in global met- 
al prices. The report said 
China is the world’s top 
consumer of bronze, stain- 
less steel, iron and steel. 

Chinese consumers’ ris- 
ing incomes and concur- 


rent ability to purchase 
metal-heavy products such 
as homes, cars and electri- 
cal equipment are major 
factors behind the boom 
in demand. The report at- 
tributed part of the rise in 
domestic purchasing pow- 
er to the development of 
the national credit system. 
Credit consumption has 
fueled explosive growth 
in the real estate sector, 
in turn spiking demand 
for metal-based construc- 
tion supplies and home 
products such as electrical 
equipment and air condi- 
tioning systems. 

Domestic production 
cannot keep up with de- 
mand, for example China 
only produces 25 percent 
of the stainless steel it 
consumes, making the ex- 
porting of metals to this 
country lucrative business 
for Asian neighbors. 



Reams of stainless steel in a US warehouse await export to 
China, the world’s top basic metal consumer. AFP Photo 


Sinopec Report 
Points to Big 
Growth in 2003 


By Yi Yi 

L ast year was a good 
one for China Pe- 
troleum & Chemical 
Corporation (Sinopec), ac- 
cording to the company’s 
financial results for the 
twelve months ending De- 
cember 31, 2003 released 
on Monday. 

In the report, Sinopec 
posted revenues of 443.14 
billion yuan ($53.54 bil- 
lion) in 2003, a 28.39 per- 
cent increase from the year 
before, and operating prof- 
its of 37.27 billion yuan, 
representing a 29.95 per- 
cent rise. 

Sinopec’s 2003 turnover 
figures make it the largest 
listed company in China. 
At a press briefing in Hong 
Kong last Wednesday, Sin- 
opec chairman and pres- 
ident Chen Tonghai said, 
“All segments continued to 
post encouraging 

growth.... As a result, the 


company’s efforts have 
been acknowledged by the 
capital market, leading to 
greater returns to share- 
holders and an elevation 
of its valuation.” 

In addition, Sinopec has 
established contracts for 
oil and gas projects in Sau- 
di Arabia, Gabon, Kazakh- 
stan, Yemen and Ecuador. 

He added that at least 
one of Sinopec Group’s prof- 
itable overseas joint ven- 
ture projects would be put 
under the listed company’s 
umbrella this year. The in- 
tention, said the president, 
is to issue more shares in 
the future as a means of 
reducing the state’s stake 
in the company. 

Chen said that after 
comprehensive profitabil- 
ity evaluations were con- 
ducted, all five of the above 
mentioned projects would 
be transferred to the list- 
ed company in the future. 



Seven-Eleven entered the China market through Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, in 2002. 


Photo by Photocome 


Slew of S’levens Coming to Capital 


By Zhao Hongyi 

This city’s first Seven-Eleven 
convenience store is slated to open 
near Dongzhimen on April 15, 
the company’s Beijing office an- 
nounced Tuesday. 

The shop is being opened with 
a total of $35 million in invest- 
ment by a joint venture estab- 
lished by Seven-Eleven Japan, a 


licensee of 7-Eleven, Inc., Beijing 
Shoulian Commerical Group and 
China National Sugar and Alcohol 
Group. 

Seven-Eleven Japan received 
government approval to open out- 
lets in China at the end of last 
year. 

The joint venture has publi- 
cized ambitious plans to open 30 


to 50 stores in Beijing this year, 
the first five of which should be in 
business by the end of May. Most 
of the goods for sale in the stores 
will be locally purchased. 

US-based 7-Eleven has already 
established a presence in southern 
China’s Guangdong Province via a 
joint venture with Dairy Farm of 
Hong Kong. 


Appliance Giant Enters Risky AV Market 


By Shan Jinliang 

China’s largest home appliances 
chain, Beijing-based Gome, estab- 
lished Gome Audio Video with its 
mother company, China Eagle In- 
vestment Corp, on Tuesday, mark- 
ing its first foray into the nation’s 
audio and video (AV) industry. 

Gome Audio Video General 
Manager Li Juntao announced at 
Tuesday’s press conference that 
the company would invest 500 mil- 
lion yuan to open 5,000 outlets in 
China in the coming five years. 
The first branches, located inside 
Gome home appliance stores, will 
start operating before May 1. 

Later, China Eagle Investment 
acting vice president Zhang Zhiming 
said the company hoped to repeat 
Gome’s resounding success. Starting 
from a single small store in Beijing 
in 1987, Gome has expanded into 



Gome’s first AV stores will open in- 
side some of its 125 appliance outlets 
nationwide. Photo by Photocome 


the third-largest chain company in 
China, its 125 outlets in 25 large cit- 
ies earning a total sales volume of 
17.8 billion yuan in 2003. 

A serious problem facing Gome 
Audio Visual and other legitimate 
AV retailers is the dominance of 
cheap, pirated products in the do- 
mestic market. Sales of genuine 


products account for less than one- 
third of the 30-billion-yuan national 
market. Zhu He, deputy general sec- 
retary of the China AV Association, 
told Beijing Today on Tuesday, “The 
road to success will be a difficult one 
for Gome, even though Gome Audio 
Video will set prices 20 to 30 per- 
cent lower than competitors thanks 
to mass purchasing.” 

Gome Audio Video on Tuesday 
also signed a declaration to pro- 
mote genuine products. Milind Yed- 
kar, CEO of Shanghai CAVThakral 
Home Entertainment Company, 
one of the new company’s part- 
ners, told Beijing Today he was 
ready to sign a contract with Gome 
Audio Video soon, adding, “Gome 
Audio Video will follow the busi- 
ness model of Wal-Mart to success, 
meaning our cooperation will be a 
win-win situation.” 


Foreign Pharm Firm to Sell Domestic Venture 


By Xiao Yingying 

GlaxoSmithKline Pharmaceuti- 
cals (China) Investment Co. con- 
firmed plans to sell one of its oldest 
Chinese joint ventures to Chongq- 
ing-based Taiji Group, according to 
a report in Guangzhou’s Nanfang 
Daily last Sunday. 

The paper reported GSK had stip- 
ulated that no employees be laid off 
within two years of the transition, 
in return for which it would leave in 
place all the joint venture’s aerosol 
manufacturing lines and technolo- 
gies, long sought after by domestic 
pharmaceutical firms. 

GSK Pharmaceuticals 

(Chongqing) was the first of GSK’s 
five joint ventures in China. The com- 


pany was founded in December 1988 
with investment from then Glaxo W- 
ellcome, China National Pharma- 
ceutical Foreign Trade Corporation 
and Southwest Pharma. GSK in- 
creased its share to nearly 90 per- 
cent in the following years. 

Buyer Taiji is one of China’s top 
traditional pharmaceutical firms. It 
operates three listed companies and 
achieved a total sales volume of over 
6 billion yuan in 2003. 

GSK China public relations de- 
partment manager Xiao Weiqun ex- 
plained that the decision to sell was 
made in order to uphold the Montre- 
al Protocol, which calls for the end of 
use of freon, an important catalyst 
in the production of aerosol propel- 


lants, to protect the ozone layer. 

Market analysts, however, have 
speculated that GSK’s real moti- 
vation was to cut its operating 
losses in China caused by over in- 
vestment and redundant produc- 
tion capacity. 

The past few years, GSK Group, 
formed by the merger of GlaxoW- 
ellcome and SmithKlineBeecham in 
December 2000, has been investing 
and expanding around the world, 
with China no exception. 

GSK has invested over $230 mil- 
lion in China and established one 
investment company as well as 
one wholly-owned and five jointly- 
owned production ventures in this 
country. 


Domestic Airlines Urged to 
Compensate Delayed Passengers 


local Firewater Headed Overseas 


By Xiao Yingying 

A high-level interview on Monday 
sparked a rash of reports in the domestic 
media that national authorities were 
drafting regulations to effectively force 
Chinese airlines to compensate passen- 
gers for delayed or cancelled flights. 

Li Jiangmin, director of CAAC’s 
transportation division, was quoted by 
Beijing Youth Daily Monday as saying 
that, according to “international practic- 
es,” for flight delays of four hours, food 
and lodging must be provided, for de- 
lays of five hours, ticket prices should be 


cut 50 percent, and full refunds should 
be offered in cases of delays of 10 hours 
or more. 

However, the Civil Aviation Adminis- 
tration of China (CAAC) issued a state- 
ment denying the existence of such 
“international practices.” 

CAAC explains that flight delays and 
cancellations are complicated and in- 
volved a variety of factors, such as air- 
lines’ service capacities and weather. 

“Therefore, there is no way to set across- 
the-board compensation standards,” said 
an administration spokesman. 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Six hundred bottles of top end er- 
guotou, one of the most famed variet- 
ies of baijiu, high-proof Chinese white 
spirit, were shipped to Los Angeles this 
week, according to a report in the As- 
sociated Press last Friday. 

The exported liquor was produced 
and shipped by Beijing-based distiller 
Red Star Holding Co. 

Erguotou, usually distilled from sor- 
ghum, is famed for its strong, spicy 
taste and high alcohol content, above 
that of vodka and whiskey. 

However, those same qualities have 
spelled trouble for the liquor overseas, 
where a taste for erguotou has not really 


been acquired outside of Chinese commu- 
nities. The recently-exported liquor was 
made according to a new secret recipe 
jointly developed by Red Star and the 
US-based importer in order to more close- 
ly target American palates. 

Last December, Red Star exported a 
test shipment to the same importer, the 
name of which was not disclosed. 

When Beijing Today contacted Red 
Star for comment, an employee in the 
president’s office who would not give 
his name was resolutely tight-lipped, 
saying, “We are preparing for our public 
listing and have been notified by man- 
agement not to answer any media in- 
quiries.” 


China Life Group 
Faces the Music 

By Sun Yongjian 

China Life Insurance Group 
announced in Beijing on 
Wednesday that it would ab- 
sorb fines slapped on subsidiary 
China Life Insurance Share- 
holding after that company was 
found to have committed fraud 
before it listed in Hong Kong 
last December. 

On Thursday, China Life 
Shareholding issued its own 
statement that China Life 
Group would cover its out- 
standing debts and fines of 
11.09 million yuan, totaling 
67.49 million yuan, as stipulat- 
ed by the National Audit Office 
on March 30. 

Beijing Today reported on 
March 26 that an individual 
American investor had filed a 
suit against China Life Share- 
holding, now listed in Hong 
Kong and the US, over allega- 
tions of up to $652 million in ir- 
regularities in its bookkeeping. 
The company later claimed in- 
nocence on the grounds that its 
books had been cooked by its 
parent company in order to fa- 
cilitate its listing. 

Investigations conducted by 
the National Audit Office con- 
firmed that there were ap- 
proximately 5.4 billion yuan of 
improper funds in China Life 
Group’s coffers, according to re- 
ports published in January. 

Trust Products Could 
Handle Bad loans 

By Sun Yongjian 

Trust products are being ex- 
plored as means of bringing av- 
erage investors into the process 
of tackling domestic banks’ non- 
performing loans, Yao Haixing, 
general manager of CITIC Trust 
& Investment Co. said on Mon- 
day in Beijing at the 2004 As- 
sets Securitization Forum. 

Yao called trust transactions 
better choices for solving the 
thorny problem of banks’ bad 
loans than traditional methods 
such as packaged sales or auc- 
tions. She continued that trust 
products could increase the li- 
quidity of non-performing loans 
while also protecting investors’ 
interests. 

According to Yao, CITIC 
Trust & Investment Co. will 
cooperate with China Huarong 
Assets Management Corp in 
this project. 

Dow Jones Adjusts 
China Indexes 

By Dong Nan 

Dow Jones announced the 
latest results of its regular quar- 
terly review of the Dow Jones 
China Indexes on March 31. 

Six components were delet- 
ed and six added to the Dow- 
China 88, which tracks the 88 
largest and most liquid stocks 
in China’s Class-A market and 
reflects roughly 31.71 percent of 
the tree-float market capitaliza- 
tion of both the Shanghai and 
Shenzhen markets. 

The components of the Dow- 
China Total Market increased to 
1,033 from 985, with 970 A-shares 
and 63 B-shares on April 1. 

The Dow-China Indexes were 
launched May 27, 1996 and 
have since been subject to regu- 
lar quarterly reviews. The lat- 
est adjustment took effect on 
April 1. 

JP Morgan Purchases 
Assets from Huarong 

By Su Wei 

JP Morgan Chase & Co. 
announced Monday that it 
purchased two groups of 
non-performing assets from 
Huarong, one of the China’s 
four state asset management 
companies. 

Last year, JP Morgan suc- 
cessfully rolled out renminbi 
banking services and obtained 
Qualified Foreign Institutional 
Investor (QFII) status in China. 
Earlier this year, the company 
received approval to set up an 
assets management company in 
Shanghai in partnership with 
Shanghai International Trust 
and Investment Corp. 
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News Corp Quits Australia for US 



AFP Photo 


Sydney, April 6 (Reuters) - 
Rupert Murdoch made the final 
break from his Australian roots 
on Tuesday with plans to shift 
the corporate headquarters of 
News Corp. Ltd., one of the 
world’s top four media empires, 
to New York. 

Murdoch, who has US citi- 
zenship and has lived in Amer- 
ica since the 1970s, said News 
Corp. would move its primary 
share listing to the New York 
Stock Exchange to attract more 
institutional investors and boost 
access to US capital markets. 

The move is also widely seen 
as a path for News Corp. to 
be inducted in a year into the 
Standard & Poor’s 500, a bench- 
mark index for US companies, 
analysts said. 

“The main thrust of the deci- 
sion is to widen the investor 
base,” said David Joyce, a media 
analyst at Guzman & Co. Some 


large mutual and pension fund 
money managers are restricted 
from buying stakes in foreign- 
issued stocks, he noted. 

News Corp., which includes 
20th Century Fox film studios, 
the Fox News Channel, scores 
of newspapers and a swath of 
pay-TV businesses from BSkyB 
to DirecTV, makes more than 75 
percent of its profits in the US. 

The company has been man- 
aged on an operational basis 
from New York for years, but 
analysts said the group opted 
to maintain its main listing in 
Australia to avoid capital gains 
charges on acquisitions. 

News Corp. said none of its 
businesses, and few of its share- 
holders, would be hit with a 
tax bill as a result of the move. 
It will maintain secondary list- 
ings in London and Australia, 
where it currently makes up 
about 7 percent of the bench- 


mark S&P/ASX200 index. 

“It’s something that has been 
discussed for some time. I think 
it’s a positive,” said Tony Wilson, 
media analyst at UBS, who 
noted that News Corp. trades 
at about a 10 percent discount 
to its US peers. 

The Murdoch family holds 14 
percent equity and 30 percent of 
voting shares, worth A$8.8 billion 
(US$6.74 billion), in News Corp. 

(Sophie Hares) 

Analyst’s Take: 


News Corp. holds a one-third 
stake in the Hong Kong-hased 
Phoenix TV and wholly owns the 
newly opened Star TV in China. 
It is discussing entering the digi- 
tal channel in Shanghai. 

Through its Fox TV network, 
News Corp. transmits China Cen- 
tral Television’s English programs, 
CCTV9, to parts of the US. 


News Corp. also owns a 12 per- 
cent stake, worth US$60 million, 
in China Netcom’s broad band 
business, and jointly owns “ http .7 
fwww.chinabyte.com ” with Peo- 
ple’s Daily and has invested in 
“http: / / www. netease. com”. 

In December 2002, News 
Corp. set up a strategic alliance 
with Hunan Radio, Film & TV 
Group, the official branch of 
China’s media administration 
in the province, for program pro- 
duction, worldwide distribution 
and program exchanges. 

Though the two parties have 
not made any great progress in 
this regard, the alliance enables 
News Corp. to take a leading 
position in China against other 
media giants like Viacom, AOL 
Time Warner and Walt Disney. 

— Tang Runhua, senior 
researcher \ Institute of News 
Studies , Xinhua News 
Agency 


Ikea Founder Not Richest 


Ukranians Expelled 
for Soros Protest 

Kiev, Ukraine, April 2 (AP) - Two 
students were expelled from a Kiev 
university after they threw mayon- 
naise at billionaire philanthropist 
George Soros while he was visiting 
Ukraine, a colleague said. 

Kiev Polytechnic University stu- 
dents Dmytro Khmara and Atilla 
Selei-Dovzhenko of the nationalist 
group Bratstvo were expelled on 
Thursday, another group member, 
Oles Yanchuk, told the Associated 
Press. 

The pair had claimed responsi- 
bility for throwing what Bratstvo 
said was mayonnaise at Soros at 
the start of a human rights confer- 
ence on Wednesday. 

Yanchuk called their expulsion 
an “act of political pressure.” He said 
other students might stage protests 
demanding their reinstatement. 

The Hungarian-born Soros is the 
founder of the Open Society Insti- 
tute (OSI), which promotes democ- 
racy in the countries of the former 
Soviet Union and elsewhere. 

Critics say the institute played 
a role in last year’s ouster of Geor- 
gian President Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, who resigned amid mass 
public protests. 

Bratstvo, whose name means 
‘brotherhood,’ claimed Soros’ visit 
was actually aimed at conducting 
talks with the Ukrainian opposi- 
tion to fund a similar scenario in 
Ukraine. Soros dismissed such alle- 
gations as “far from reality.” 

Analyst’s Take: 

Since being set up in Hungary 
in 1984, Soros ’ Open Society Insti- 
tute has expanded to 31 countries 
around the world, mostly in East- 
ern Europe and Russia. The annual 
budget of the institute is around 
US$300 million. 

OSI provides support to the oppo- 
sition parties in the countries. 

In December, 1996, former Cro- 
atian president Franco Tudjman 
accused Soros of supporting the 
country’s opposition attempts to over- 
throw his government. Soros and 
OSI were also accused of being 
behind the military coup in Alba- 
nia in February 1997. Soros is also 
believed to be a strong supporter 
of Mikhael Saakashvili, who drove 
out Georgian president Eduard She- 
vardnadze and is now the country’s 
president. 

This time, Soros came to 
Ukraine before the presidential 
election in the country, claiming 
to teach the Ukrainians “what an 
open society is.” 

Soros ’ interest in politics is based 
on his personality. The financial 
tycoon promised to overthrow George 
W. Bush in this year’s election. 

Other factors can also explain 
his political enthusiasm. Soros was 
born in Hungary. That is why he has 
the strong desire to build an open 
and fair society in his home country 
and the region. 

More importantly, Soros knows 
he can make money in these tran- 
sitional markets. The best way is to 
build up close relations with politi- 
cal leaders. 

— Yang Li, Institute of Inter- 
national Affairs, Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs 


Stockholm, Sweden, April 5 (AP) - The 
founder of Swedish furniture giant Ikea 
isn’t hurting for money, but the company 
he founded denied on Monday a report that 
he surpassed Bill Gates and Warren Buf- 
fett as the world’s wealthiest man. 

In an article to be released this week, 
Swedish news weekly Veckans Affaerer said 
Ingvar Kamprad, 77, the founder of Ikea, 
had surpassed Microsoft’s Gates and Buf- 
fett as the world’s wealthiest person. 

The falling exchange rate between the 
Swedish krona and the US dollar, the 
magazine said, had caused Kamprad’s 
personal fortune to rise to an estimated 
$52.5 billion. 

Ikea said that wasn’t the case. 

“This is completely wrong. It’s a mis- 
take that is made all the time,” said Ikea 
spokeswoman Marianne Barner. “Estimat- 


ing the value of the company, including all 
the stores, and saying it’s all Ingvar’s, that 
is totally wrong.” 

“Ingvar Kamprad does not own Ikea. 
Ingvar donated the concern to the Dutch 
Stichting INGKA Foundation in 1982.” 

In February, Forbes magazine’s annual 
ranking of the world’s billionaires put 
Gates at No. 1 with an estimated $46.6 bil- 
lion. It was the 10th consecutive year the 
Microsoft co-founder was atop the list. 

Buffett, the Omaha investment guru, 
was No. 2 with $42.9 billion. 

On that same list, Kamprad was No. 13, 
with an estimated fortune of $18.5 billion. 

But Veckans Affaerer said when the dol- 
lar’s slide against the krona was calculated, 
he had overtaken Gates and Buffett. 

Kamprad has a reputation for being 
frugal and lives in Switzerland where, as 


AFP Photo 

a resident, he is not subject to Sweden’s 
taxes, which are among the highest in the 
world. 

Ikea, founded in 1943, has 174 stores 
in 31 countries and employs some 76,000 
workers. 

(Tommy Grandell) 



‘Construction Burst’ to Beat Belays 


Athens, April 4 (AP) - A top Greek 
Olympic official promised Saturday to 
keep working flat out to meet urgent 
deadlines for the Olympics. 

“There is a burst of construction going 
on,” said Fani Palli-Petralia, the deputy 
culture minister in charge of coordinat- 
ing Olympic projects. 

“If we continue at this pace, every- 
thing will be better and we will finish on 
time.” 

Petralia visited the main Olympic 
complex - the scene of several delayed 
projects - and inspected the newly 
installed roof of the velodrome. 

The IOC says the roof must be ready 
by the end of June - weeks ahead of its 
promised July 20 delivery date. The gov- 
ernment has promised to meet the new 
deadline. 

Mayor Says Athens Ready for 
Olympics 

Athens, Greece, April 5 (AP) - Athens 
Mayor Dora Bakoyianni said Monday 
those planning a trip to the Athens 
Olympics should not be deterred by fears 
of a terrorist attack. 


Bakoyianni said all necessary steps 
have been taken to avoid an attack 
during the games. 

She said it was her belief that the 
Athens Olympics had to send a “moral 
message” to the rest of the world. 

Plans to protect the games are the 
most expensive in Olympic history, so far 
costing more than $800 million. Greece 
has asked for NATO’s help - including 
the use of some AWACS aircraft - and 
Athens security measures will involve 
more than 50,000 police and soldiers. 

Athens has also sought international 
help to safeguard the games and has 
formed a seven-nation advisory group 
that includes Australia, Britain, Israel 
and the United States. 

Athens is expecting more than 1.5 
million visitors during the Olympics. 

(Patrick Quinn) 

Medici Reports: 


Due to the tough budget, the Athens 
2004 Olympic Games Organizing Com- 
mittee has had to cancel a number of con- 


struction projects, including the “Green 
Olympics” project which was intended to 
increase the amount of trees and grass 
areas in the city, providing a better venue 
for the Games. 

The organizing committee had a $2.4 
billion budget at the very beginning. But 
it has to spend a third of that on security. 
Though the budget has been raised sev- 
eral times, no one knows how much the 
total cost will be. 

— Beijing Evening News, April 5 

Many Athenians don’t like having the 
Olympic Games held in their city. They 
hate the air pollution brought by the con- 
struction. 

Budget constraints are another prob- 
lem. Most Greeks are concerned about 
a financial deficit when the games are 
over. Many people are under the impres- 
sion that there will be an economic slump 
after the games, because all the construc- 
tion jobs will no longer exist. 

Another problem is security. That is 
what ATHOC is worrying about most at 
present. 

— www.gamesbids.com/ apple 


Photo by gamesbids.com 



IBM Buys Daksh 

Bangalore, April 6 (Reuters) 
International Business 
Machines Corp. has signed a 
deal to acquire Daksh e-ser- 
vices Pvt Ltd, India’s third- 
largest business outsourcing 
firm, a source in the Indian 
company said on Wednesday. 

Delhi-based Daksh employs 
more than 6,000 people and 
offers call center services. It has 
more than 10 clients, including 
Internet retailer Amazon.com, 
and counts Citigroup’s venture 
arm and General Atlantic Part- 
ners among its investors. 

Bank of America to 
Gut 12,500 lobs 

Charlotte, North Carolina, 
April 6 (AP) - Bank of America 
Corp., now the No. 3 bank in 
the US, is to cut 12,500 jobs 

- or nearly 7 percent of its 
180,000-employee work force - 
over the next two years. 

Last week, the bank com- 
pleted its $47 billion merger with 
FleetBoston Financial Corp. 

Chief executive Ken Lewis 
said he wants to achieve about 
$1.6 billion in cost savings by the 
end of 2005, partly through trim- 
ming overlapping operations. 

(Paul Nowell) 

Boeing Picks Rolls- 
Royce, GE 

Seattle, April 6 (Reuters) - 
Boeing Co. on Tuesday named 
Rolls-Royce Pic and General 
Electric Co.’s aircraft engines 
unit to supply engines for its 
proposed 7E7 jetliner. 

That leaves United Technol- 
ogies Corp.’s Pratt & Whitney 
division out of the running for 
what would be the first all-new 
plane offered by Boeing in a 
decade. 

The deal’s value is difficult 
to quantify, but analysts have 
estimated the twin-engine 7E7 
could bring in $40 billion to the 
engine makers including years 
of airline support and spare 
parts work, assuming a poten- 
tial market of 2,000 aircraft. 

(Chris Stetkiewicz) 

Continental to 
Eliminate Paper 

New York, April 7 (Reuters) 

- Continental Airlines Inc. said 
it will eliminate paper tickets 
by the end of this year in an 
effort to cut costs, theft and 
paperwork. 

Other airlines said they had 
mostly, if not entirely, cut out 
paper tickets. 

“We only issue paper tick- 
ets if requested by a customer, 
and with a $20 charge,” said 
a representative from United 
Airlines. 

American Airlines told 
Reuters it would also be com- 
pletely paperless by the end of 
the year. 

Delta Airlines said it had 
eliminated paper tickets in May 
2002, though it will issue paper 
tickets on request for $10. 

(Jackie Sindrich) 

limeline Set for 
Breast Implant 
Deal 

Detroit, April 6 (AP) - About 
170,000 women who received 
Dow Corning silicone breast 
implants could soon receive 
checks from a $2.35 billion set- 
tlement fund after a judge set 
a date Friday for the company 
to emerge from bankruptcy. 

Dow Corning was forced 
into bankruptcy in 1995 after 
thousands of women sued the 
company, saying its implants 
damaged their health. In a 
settlement approved by a 
federal judge, Dow Corning 
agreed to pay women $2,000 
to $330,000 each. 

Dow Corning spokeswoman 
Mary Lou Benecke said the 
company is scheduled to 
emerge from bankruptcy on 
June 1. The payments could 
begin on June 15. 

(David Runk) 






# CITY 


IEUING TODAY 


APRIL 9, 2004 



E-mail: sunming@ynet.com 


EDITOR: SUN MING DESIGNER: LI SHI 


Foreign Brains loin Haidian Think Tank 



Sanjoy Das Gupta and Haidian head Zhou 
Liangluo 


By Shan Jinliang 

The last slot in a local, four- 
member think tank was filled 
last Friday morning by Indi- 
an IT expert Sanjoy Das Gup- 
ta, invited to join and given 
a contract by Haidian District 
head Zhou Liangluo. 

Gupta was in town for 
a 10-day visit that started 
on April 3. Before his ap- 
pointment, he made three 
speeches to officials and rep- 
resentatives of local soft- 


ware companies, comparing 
the software industries of 
China and India. 

“The Haidian government 
hopes to introduce practices 
of international software com- 
panies operating in India to 
leading Chinese software com- 
panies,” Wang Jixiang, deputy 
director of the Haidian District 
Science and Technology Com- 
mittee, was quoted as saying in 
Saturdays Beijing Times. 

Sanjoy Das Gupta has 


served in the government 
of the Indian state Karna- 
taka for several years and 
currently holds the post of 
international coordinator of 
ActionAid, an Indian non- 
profit organization. 

The other members of the 
think tank are financial con- 
sultant Godwin Wong from 
the Haas School of Business of 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, Axel Kuhn, profes- 
sor at Germany’s Universitat 


Dortmund and Niu Wenyuan, 
counselor to China’s State 
Council and academician at 
the Third World Academy of 
Sciences. 

Outside of the think tank, 
the three experts will work 
separately for the Haidian 
District Development Plan- 
ning Committee, the Digital 
Logistics Port of Zhongguan- 
cun Science Park and the 
Haidian District Science and 
Technology Committee. 


Photographer 
Attacked at 
Subway Exit 



Photo by Cui Jun 


Pm... local Talent fries Out for Gats 


By Shan Jinliang 

Working as a reporter 
or photojournalist can be a 
dangerous job in China. Sun 
Guodong, 23, a photographer 
for the China Times , learned 
that only too well last Friday 
when he was assaulted by 
an unidentified man at the 
Dawang Qiao subway 
station. 

Police are investigating 
the case. 

Sun is just one in a 
long string of journalists 
from TV stations and 
newspapers such as Beijing 
Times , Beijing Youth Daily 
and Guangdong-based New 
Express attacked in this 
country in the past few 
years. Before him, the most 
recent victims of unprovoked 
violence were reporters from 
Beijing Television Station 
and the newspapers Big 
Star and Yunnan Xinxihao 
assaulted in February. 

Last Friday morning, Sun 
and colleague Yu Chenglong 
were sent to the station’s 
C exit, the only one that 
opens on the north side of 
Jianguomen Waidajie. The 
B exit, though built in 
December 2001, has yet to 
open to traffic, rendering the 
C exit almost constantly full 
of commuters. 

Sun went back to the 
station to snap more shots at 
1 pm. He told Beijing Today 
on Wednesday, “There were 
no traffic assistants around, 
which created a chance for 
the event to occur.” 

Shortly after Sun starting 
his work, he was approached 
by a man around 1.8 meters 
tall who demanded to know 
what Sun was doing. He 
screamed, “Cameras are lethal 
weapons,” according to Sun. 

The man then charged 
the young photographer, 
pushing his head down and 
trying to force him out of the 
station. When Sun moved to 
protect his equipment, the 
man hit him in the nose and 
head and Sun fell to the 
ground. 

“My nose began to bleed,” 
Sun said. His assailant fled 
the scene. 

Sun got up and 
immediately reported the 
incident to the Jianwai 
Police Station in Chaoyang 
District. He was then taken 
to Chaoyang Hospital, where 
doctors confirmed his nose 
had been broken. 

“Being a reporter is both 
exciting and dangerous. This 
event has not changed my 
conviction to be a reporter,” 
Sun said. 

After staying home to 
nurse his nose for two days, 
he went back to work on 
Monday. 



By Dong Nan 

The Beijing production of the 
musical Cats, set to open at the 
end of the month, will get a bit 
of local treatment, as 10 lucky 
fans will be given costumes so 
they can playfully prowl the 
aisles of Tianqiao Theater dur- 
ing intermission. 

Of the over-500 people who 
showed up at the theater on 
Monday to try out for the cov- 
eted roles in Andrew Lloyd Web- 
ber’s famed musical, 24 were 
chosen to go into the final round 
of competition by British pro- 


ducer The Really Useful The- 
atre Company. 

According to the China Per- 
forming Arts Agency, the local 
actors were judged on their 
singing, dancing, acrobatics and 
athletic skills and asked to 
give improvised, cat-like per- 
formances in the try-outs. All 
of the 24 people selected have 
received dance or music train- 
ing, except for one young college 
student majoring in English. 
The youngest of the chosen is 
only 16, but has already stud- 
ied ballet for five years. 


“Though the ‘extra cats’ do 
not have the chance to appear 
on stage, I still think it would 
be a great chance to learn 
about musicals, if I am chosen,” 
Beijing Dance College sopho- 
more Huang Wei was quoted 
as saying in Beijing Youth Dai- 
ly. He added that he hat not 
told his teachers or schoolmates 
that he had entered the try- 
outs for fear of disgrace if he 
was not selected. 

According to some judges, it 
was slim pickings on Monday. 
“Many people were very skill- 


ful, but most of them were too 
cold,” said Zhou Zhiqiang, senior 
stage manager and a member of 
the selection panel. “Since their 
major function is to communi- 
cate with the audiences, their 
passion and vigor are more im- 
portant than their skills.” 

On April 14, a list of 20 
semi-finalists will be an- 
nounced. All will undergo one 
week of strict cat training and 
then the 10 best will be se- 
lected to appear in the local 
shows, which will run from 
April 27 to May 3. 


The C exit at Dawang Qiao sta- 
tion, where photographer Sun 
Guodong was assaulted, is busy 
and dangerous. 



Return of the Preserved Dead 


By Zhou Ying 

A gory body of work made 
its local debut on Wednesday 
in an exhibition at the Chi- 
nese Architectural Culture 
Center in Xicheng District. 
The show, entitled The Body 
World, is composed of 17 re- 
markably intact, preserved 
human corpses stripped of 
various levels of skin and 
muscle to reveal interior 
workings, as well as displays 
of 160 real human organs. 

The bodies are displayed 
in various poses of rest and 
simulated activity to both 
reveal how the body works 
and make them appear less 
ghoulish. 

According to the organiz- 
ers of the show, the bodies 
are meant to be education- 
al, shining light not only on 
human anatomy, but also 
how bad habits can affect 


the body, as with a compari- 
son of the lungs of deceased 
smokers and non-smokers. 

Professor Sui Hongjin, the 
organizer of the exhibition 
and head of the Biology 
Plastination Company of Da- 
lian Medical University, ex- 
plained that the bodies were 
preserved in a process called 
“plastination.” That consists 
of soaking the corpse in form- 
aldehyde, freezing it, thaw- 
ing it and then dissecting it. 
Fat and water are drained 
out and replaced with plas- 
tic, leaving the cadavers pre- 
served, odorless and rigid, 
yet flexible enough to be free- 
standing. 

Beijing Today first cov- 
ered the controversial 
corpses when they made 
their national debut in Feb- 
ruary in the northeastern 
port city of Dalian. Public 


and media response to that 
show was mixed, and there 
was even some speculation 
that the bodies used were 
those of people who had re- 
ceived the death penalty. 

Li Renzhen, a taxi driv- 
er in Dalian, told Beijing 
Today, “According to Chi- 
nese tradition, we should 
show respect for dead bod- 
ies. If they are being used 
to make money, it’s un- 
thinkable.” 

Professor Chen Kequan, 
deputy director of the Chi- 
nese Society for Anatomical 
Sciences and a co-organizer 
of the show, said, “The exhi- 
bition is scheduled to be open 
for one month, but if public 
response is good, we will ex- 
tend that to four months.” He 
added that the bodies may go 
on a larger national tour in 
the future. 


The 1 7 bodies in the show are posed to make them look more human and less ghoulish. 

Photo byJiaTing 


Star-Studded Benefit 
Aids Disabled Orphans 

By Su Wei 

American Luke Hedden, 12, got 
a thrill out of sharing dinner with 
Grammy award-winner Steven Cur- 
tis Chapman and several other ce- 
lebrities last Saturday. The occasion 
was a charity dinner at the Jing- 
guang Center hosted by the China 
Charity Federation and intended to 
raise money and awareness for dis- 
abled orphans in China. 

Tennis superstar Michael Chang 
was among the stars who flew to Chi- 
na to attend the dinner on their own 
dime. The entrance fees were set at 500 
yuan per individual and 10,000 yuan 
for corporate bookings of 10 people, yet 
around 400 people, mostly foreigners, 
willingly forked out the cash to support 
the cause. 

“It is wonderful that so many peo- 
ple would donate their time and money 
to help orphaned children,” said Patty 
Carpenter, who came to Beijing two 
years ago from the United States. 

Fan Baojun, president of the China 
Charity Federation, called the dinner a 
significant event. “With the participa- 
tion of international friends, many dis- 
abled Chinese orphans will not have to 
suffer any longer, but can begin new 
lives,” he said. 

The federation later announced that 
it took in around 500,000 yuan from 
the dinner through ticket sales, dona- 
tions and auctions for select items such 
as one of Chang’s racquets and airplane 
tickets. All proceeds will go to two char- 
ities, Care for Children and the Philip 
Hayden Foundation. Care for Children 
is an international charity that works 
in partnership with national and local 
Chinese authorities to find homes for 
orphaned children. The Philip Hayden 
Foundation is a non-profit organization 
that gives aid to orphans in China, par- 
ticularly those with special needs, and 
provides adoption services. 



The Chaoyang Homeless Shelter needs 
help so it can continue to pay for Tian- 
tian’s leukemia treatments. 

Photo by Li Tianji 

Shelter Comes to Rescue 
of Abandoned Boy 

By WangXiaoxiao 

Local media attention is shining 
light on the case of Tiantian, a four- 
year-old local boy who has been living 
in the Chaoyang Homeless Shelter 
since he was abandoned last autumn. 
He has been diagnosed with leuke- 
mia and the station has already spent 
over 20,000 yuan on his treatment 
and desperately needs more money to 
continue doing so. 

One day last October, an uniden- 
tified woman took Tiantian to fruit 
vendor Wang Jian and asked Wang 
to look after him for a while she 
searched for his father. The woman 
never came back. 

Wang reported the incident to the 
police, who were not able to get the 
boy to disclose the whereabouts of his 
family or his identity. He was handed 
over to the shelter on October 16. 

“When we got him, he did not 
look healthy. He was very thin and 
had some lesions on his forehead 
and face. Our doctor suspected he 
had leukemia, a diagnosis later con- 
firmed at the Capital Institute of 
Pediatrics. We also found a pinprick 
along his spine, a sign he had al- 
ready been tested for leukemia and 
was abandoned because he had the 
disease,” a shelter employee sur- 
named Hu told Beijing Youth Daily 
last Sunday. 

Out of its own budget, the shel- 
ter paid for Tiantian to undergo one 
month of treatment at the Capital 
Institute of Pediatrics. The treat- 
ment was effective and his lesions 
disappeared, but the high costs were 
a heavy burden for the shelter. 

However, that did not stop the 
shelter’s management from send- 
ing him to the institute again last 
month when new lesions appeared. 

From his hospital bed, Tiantian 
told Beijing Youth Daily that he did 
not miss his mother, he missed his 
“adopted aunts and uncles” at the 
shelter. 

“We can’t turn Tiantian out, even 
though our shelter is supposed to 
just be a place for temporary aid 
and we don’t have much money. 
Thanks to media reports, however, 
some companies have already con- 
tacted us about providing money to 
help Tiantian,” the shelter’s direc- 
tor, surnamed Cao, told Beijing To- 
day yesterday. 

Customs Saves 
Chipmunks’ Skins 

By Zhou Ying 

Alert Beijing Customs officers 
saved 1,500 chipmunks from being 
skinned and turned into coats and 
scarves last Monday. 

The rodents, considered key pro- 
tected animals in Beijing, were un- 
covered during a routine airfreight 
inspection and have since been 
turned over to the Beijing Zoo, a 
customs official who would not give 
his name told Beijing Today on 
Tuesday. 

A Tianjin-based enterprise had 
entrusted International Transport 
Co. to ship the chipmunks to Italy 
under the false declaration of “ham- 
sters.” Beijing Youth Daily reported 
that customs officers found the 
striped rodents in 30 small iron cag- 
es. About 300 of the tiny hamsters 
inside the cages were already dead. 

Keepers at the Beijing Zoo have 
temporary settled the chipmunks in 
pens made to replicate their nor- 
mal environs. One keeper said that 
the animals appeared very skittish 
their first day at the zoo, but “now 
they look better after a good rest 
and some food.” 

Deputy head keeper Zhang Yao- 
hua said the zoo would do its best 
to care for the chipmunks until the 
proper time and place was found 
to return them to the wild. “They 
could never adapt to life in captiv- 
ity,” he added. 
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Hands off 
Our Houses 



By Wang Xiaoxiao 

D uring the past few years, a 
new trend has been grow- 
ing in Wenzhou. Proper- 
ty speculators have been buying 
up houses and then selling them 
on at higher prices. This activity 
is nothing new, but the number 
of people in Wenzhou involved 
in this business is now believed 
to be around 100,000. And the 
buying is not limited to Zhejiang 
Province; the speculators have 
also purchased a considerable 
number of houses in some east- 
ern cities such as Shanghai, 
Beijing and Shenzhen. 

People call this “stir-frying 
houses”. The Wenzhou buyers 
usually buy a lot of houses at 
one time, even several buildings 
or houses in one area. Wherever 
they go, the local house prices 
skyrocket. 

According to one official in 
charge of financial affairs in Wen- 
zhou, the local stir-fryers have 
spent around 100 billion yuan in 
total on buying houses. One ef- 
fect this has had in Wenzhou has 
been a sharp rise in the city’s 
GDP, along with a boost to house 
prices. 

“Nearly everyone in Wenzhou 
is now stir-frying houses. If the 
rate of return is about 15 percent, 
the real estate investment is more 
profitable than any other industry 


By Dong Nan 

W ould you like to eat sushi 
off the naked body of an 
attractive young woman? The 
question’s academic really, as 
a restaurant in Kunming that 
started the Japanese-style culi- 
nary treat last week received a 
swift rap on the knuckles from 
the local authorities and was or- 
dered to cancel the offer. But the 
idea of slurping sushi, sashimi 
and other delicacies off young 
women’s bodies has stoked a 
frenzied debate. 

The owner of the restaurant 
told Yunnan Daily, a Kunming 
based newspaper, that “naked 
sushi” was a traditional food cul- 
ture in Japan. Many Japanese 
believe that young women are 
pure in both their hearts and 
bodies, and can inspire guests’ 
appetites. 

He stressed that the advert he 
put out for willing young wom- 
en required them to be “healthy, 
pure and slim”. The two young 
women selected were both uni- 
versity students. They were hap- 
py to participate voluntarily 
without pay. Before serving up 
the food, they took a shower for 
half an hour with salt water to 
ensure cleanliness. It wasn’t the 
full deal, though: in Japan, the 
women are supposed to be total- 
ly naked, but the two volunteers 
in Kunming had their more sen- 
sitive areas covered up. 

“It’s a combination of human 
beings and nature, culture and 
food,” said the restauranteur. 
The price? A thousand yuan 
per person. 

As the story circulated in the 
local media, many people showed 
an interest, their opinions vary- 
ing from admiration to outrage. 
The Yunnan Health Bureau, how- 
ever, swiftly forbade the idea and 
punished the restaurant on the 
grounds that the two models did 
not have health licenses as work- 
ers in the food industry. However, 
discussions on the issue continue. 
Wang Jue, 

Yunnan citizen, age 45 
It is an insult to women, typ- 
ical male chauvinism. I would 
not eat like that, and I don’t 
know who could do such a sick 
thing. Maybe there is no law for- 
bidding this kind of thing, but 
it violates the traditional morals 
of China and is sure to be dis- 
dained. I think what the health 
bureau did was right. 

Wang , 

waiter at a Japanese restau- 


“I think to ‘stir-fry’ 
houses is speculative, 
not rational, but not 
illegal. The price rises 
show the market for 
what the Wenzhou 
group is doing, or 
else they would have 
disappeared by now. ” 


and can be regarded as the first in- 
dustry of Wenzhou, ’’one Wenzhou 
house purchaser was quoted as 
saying in China Business Herald 
on October 24 last year. 

Though it isn’t specifically il- 
legal, the authorities are worried 
this kind of behavior is getting 
out of hand. So the Nanjing 
government in Jiangsu Province 
promulgated a regulation to for- 
bid house stir-frying on April 1. 
Nanjing is the first city to inter- 
fere in the business officially. Ac- 
cording to the regulation, those 
who want to buy a house must 
use their own names. They can’t 
then change the names of the 
purchasers when it comes to sign- 


rant in Beijing, 23 

I have been working in a Jap- 
anese restaurant for more than 
one year, but have never heard 
of this. I guess it is not a main- 
stream item in Japanese food cul- 
ture. Personally, I think Japanese 
food is delicious and healthy. Most 
people would like that, but there 
is no need to offer such a strange 
and immoral service as this. As 
to the two girls, I feel pity for 
them — they are college students 
and receive all that education. I 
would expect them to do some- 
thing more respectable. 

Zhou , 

retired cook, Beijing, 62 
I think there are many good 
things in traditional Japanese food 
culture, just as there are in Chi- 
na. But the restaurant chose the 
worst part of it. How stupid they 
are. Anyway, I don’t believe such a 
sick thing can inspire appetite. 
Aijingjingl 980, 

Internet surfer at sina.com 
I am not criticizing anyone. I 
just wonder what is wrong with 
our society. Almost everything uses 
sex as an eyeball catcher. Maybe 
the decline of mainstream culture 
gives a place to low-grade culture 
and pornography. 


ing the contract for the house. 

Guo Hongding, deputy direc- 
tor of the Nanjing Real Estate 
Management Bureau, says the 
regulation is aimed at cracking 
down on speculators. 

Some other cities have carried 
out some taxation measures to 
discourage the practice, due to 
the anger of local citizens. But 


Bian Dalu, 

middle school teacher, 

Gansu, 31 

This is just a commercial 
game played by businessmen. 
There’s no need to judge wheth- 
er it is good or bad. I believe 
that along with the development 
of society, such odd things will 
come and go, so let it be. 

Cen Xihu, 
sociologist, Nanjing 
I think it reflects the crisis of 
social morality in modern com- 
merce. Businesses pursue pub- 
licity and commercial interests 
only, without respect for public 
opinion. People who defend na- 
ked sushi including the owner 
of the restaurant call it art or 
culture. Instead I think it shows 
the philistinism in popular cul- 
ture. It is the problem of the 
whole of society. So we can’t only 
criticize the restaurant. 

Lu Ruihai, 

editor of International Herald 
Leader, Beijing 

Though I do not like it and 
think it is sick, there must be 
some people that appreciate this 
service. Otherwise, the restau- 
rant would not offer it. I think 
as long as it is legal and meets 


should the Wenzhou group really 
be forbidden or restricted? 

Yin Zhongli, Institute of Fi- 
nance, Chinese Academy of So- 
cial Sciences 

It’s time for our government 
to do something to stop these 
house speculators. The fake 
prosperity brought by these peo- 
ple is very dangerous to the lo- 





sanitary standards, it should be 
allowed. Let people judge and 
choose by themselves. 

Sun Zhenglong, 
freelance writer, Jiangsu 
As long as there are needs 
and demands, as long as there 
are young women who are will- 
ing to offer themselves up, and 
as long as it is not against the 
law, no matter how many peo- 
ple dislike it, it has a reason to 
exist. An open and mature so- 
ciety should tolerate alternative 
things, and should not forbid 
something so easily, no matter 
how strange and unreasonable 
it might seem. Is it good or bad? 
Let the market decide. 

Huang Chen, 
college student, Beijing, 22 
Some say the two female col- 
lege students were shameless 
and despicable. I don’t think so. 
As long as this is their own 
choice, they have the right to 
do it. In fact, though I do not 
like the idea of naked sushi, and 
wouldn’t participate in this ser- 
vice myself, I admire the two 
girls’ courage personally. Howev- 
er, I think it is really not healthy 
and clean. What if the women 
perspire or break wind? 


cal real estate industry because 
sooner or later it will fade away. 
The bigger the bubble in the 
real estate industry now, the 
more serious the problems will 
be in the future. 

The real estate market is 
similar to the stock market; 
prices can be easily manipulat- 
ed. So the real estate market 
needs some supervision as well. 
The Wenzhou group is actually 
trying to gain a sudden profit 
with their large amount of capi- 
tal. The role they are playing is 
similar to that of stock market 
speculators. 

If the measures our govern- 
ment takes are not proper, these 
speculators will have opportu- 
nities to gain sudden profits, 
and the prices of houses might 
get further out of control. So 
I think our government should 
collect high taxation from those 
who buy and sell houses just to 
make money. 

Ma Jinlong, Chairman of 
Wenzhou Association on the Econ- 
omy 

I think to stir-fry houses is 
speculative, not rational, but not 
illegal. Because of the Wenzhou 
group, the prices of houses in cer- 
tain cities has indeed risen a lot, 
which can be a disaster for low- 
income citizens. However, trad- 
ing in real estate is legal, and the 
price rises show the market for 
what the Wenzhou group is do- 
ing, or else they would have dis- 
appeared by now. 

As to the experts or govern- 
ment, I think they should remind 
these investors of the risk and 
irrational factors in such specu- 
lation; but they don’t have any 
right to interfere. 

Wang Honghong, a member 
of the group 

I’ve been doing this business 
for almost two years and I have 
bought two apartments in 
Nanjing and Hangzhou. For us, 
a purchase group of over a hun- 
dred, we can usually get a dis- 
count, and when the prices rise, 
we sell the houses. 

We are not rich investors; I 
just buy these houses with my 
spare capital. Those who invest 
all they have in real estate are 
actually not that many. Most of 
us in Wenzhou are not likely to 
do things beyond our ability. 

Lei Kun, economist 

We are born to hate spec- 
ulative behavior, so all of us, 
including government officials, 
economists and common citizens 
have a negative opinion of group 
house purchasing. Some cities 
have even carried out some regu- 
lations to limit selling houses to 
non-locals. The continuous rise 
in house prices is blamed on 
these group purchasers, but is 
that fair? 

Have we really calculated 
systematically how much high- 
er the Wenzhou capital has put 
forward the house prices? The 
reasons why house prices rise 


are many, including macro eco- 
nomic factors. 

According to the recent re- 
ports, the Wenzhou groups have 
mostly bought high-quality hous- 
es, which are actually not that 
closely related to the common cit- 
izens. So the policies carried out 
to limit the purchase of houses 
in some cities are not that rea- 
sonable I think. This is actually 
one kind of discrimination — you 
can’t buy a house in this city 
just because your hukou is from 
somewhere else. 

Li Jinshou, Secretary -Gener- 
al, Wenzhou municipal govern- 
ment 

The trade in houses is a form 
of market behavior. First, the 
government has no right to in- 
terfere, and second, even if we 
did, I don’t think it would have 
much effect. Moreover, the trade 
is not illegal. What the govern- 
ment should do is respect the 
market and give some rational 
guidance. 

Wang Hui, a citizen in 
Chengdu 

It’s been so hard for me to 
save up for a house. Now, the 
house prices have risen again 
because of the activities of the 
Wenzhou house buyers, so I 
still can’t afford the house. 
I’ve heard that the Wenzhou 
groups have a bad reputation 
and cities such as Nanjing and 
Hangzhou have carried out re- 
stricitive policies like taxing 
sales of second-hand houses. I 
hope Chengdu will carry out 
some policies of this kind as 
soon as possible to hold back 
the Wenzhou groups. 

Liu Yigang 9 manager of a real 
estate company in Shanghai 

The Wenzhou groups should 
really be restricted now. We used 
to welcome them in the past, 
but as time has gone by, we’ve 
found what they did is actually 
not good for us. A lot of Wenzhou 
people are gaining a lot by resell- 
ing our houses, which harms our 
interests. Besides, because they 
don’t live in the houses they buy, 
the rate of occupancy is low. 

Yang Jianwen, Institute of 
Economics, Shanghai Academy 
of Social Sciences 

I think the concept of house 
buying makes sense. I’ve heard 
that one Nanjing real estate com- 
pany refused to sell houses to the 
Wenzhou groups. Why? They buy 
the houses at the market price 
and later sell them at a higher 
market price. Is there anything 
wrong with that? 

The Wenzhou groups monopo- 
lize part of the market and are 
able to gain profit because of 
that. If the government really 
wants the real estate market to 
develop, it should first break the 
Wenzhou groups’ monopoly. If ev- 
eryone has the same chance to 
know about the market, the pos- 
sibilities for the Wenzhou groups 
to take advantage of others will 
be greatly reduced. 
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Megacity China 

2003 Top 50 Most Competitive Cities 
in China 


cities 

general order 

in strength 
of 

enterprise 

in 

circumstances 

in commercial 
environment 

in human 
resource 

Shanghai 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Beijing 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Shenzhen 

3 

3 

3 

4 

2 

Guangzhou 

4 

5 

4 

3 

3 

Suzhou 

5 

4 

9 

21 

5 

Hangzhou 

6 

15 

10 

8 

18 

Tianjin 

7 

7 

8 

5 

46 

Ningbo 

8 

31 

28 

27 

13 

Nanjing 

9 

6 

6 

7 

23 

Wenzhou 

10 

39 

25 

32 

7 

Dalian 

11 

14 

18 

11 

40 

Qingdao 

12 

12 

12 

12 

16 

Amoy 

13 

11 

14 

17 

6 

Wuxi 

14 

25 

15 

23 

12 

Foshan 

15 

23 

7 

19 

10 

Dongwan 

16 

8 

5 

15 

24 

Zhongshan 

17 

9 

20 

28 

22 

Jinan 

18 

33 

16 

20 

38 

Zhuhai 

19 

16 

13 

26 

28 

Changzhou 

20 

28 

21 

37 

9 

Chongqing 

21 

20 

24 

9 

39 

Huizhou 

22 

10 

22 

40 

17 

Chengdu 

23 

34 

29 

13 

32 

Xi’an 

24 

18 

32 

14 

29 

Shaoxing 

25 

37 

40 

45 

36 

Wuhan 

26 

27 

19 

6 

27 

Changchun 

27 

26 

47 

25 

33 

Changsha 

28 

32 

35 

24 

19 

Shenyang 

29 

13 

31 

10 

31 

Yantai 

30 

17 

44 

36 

35 

Wuhu 

31 

49 

50 

46 

41 

Nantong 

32 

38 

36 

39 

11 

Harbin 

33 

24 

17 

16 

15 

Quanzhou 

34 

44 

26 

38 

37 

Taizhou 

35 

45 

37 

44 

14 

Weihai 

36 

22 

42 

41 

44 

Jiaxing 

37 

42 

49 

47 

25 

Hefei 

38 

35 

39 

33 

34 

Nanchang 

39 

36 

23 

29 

45 

Qinhuangdao 

40 

47 

38 

34 

49 

Zhengzhou 

41 

29 

33 

22 

42 

Fuzhou 

42 

19 

27 

18 

47 

Hohhot 

43 

46 

43 

43 

43 

Zhenjiang 

44 

50 

41 

48 

8 

Jinhua 

45 

43 

46 

50 

21 

Shijiazhuang 

46 

21 

34 

30 

48 

Zibo 

47 

30 

48 

49 

20 

Urumchi 

48 

41 

11 

35 

26 

Nanning 

49 

40 

30 

31 

30 

Xuzhou 

50 

48 

45 

42 

50 


Competiveness of 
Nine Metropolitan Districts 


district 

population 

(million) 

GDP in 2002 
(billion yuan) 

exports 
(billion dollars) 

growth rate 

GDP per capita 
(thousand yuan) 

Taipei 

22.52 

2400 

112.6 

3.50% 

106.57 

Hong Kong 

39.22 

2420 

349.3 

6.61% 

61.7 

Shanghai 

94.77 

2120 

97.8 

13.37% 

22.36 

Beijing 

65.1 

954.4 

35.5 

11.08% 

15.68 

Qing Ji 

47.14 

771.8 

19.1 

13.50% 

16.37 

Shen Da 

39.78 

554 

11.4 

12% 

13.92 

Cheng Yu 

82.97 

562.2 

3.7 

10% 

6.77 

Wuhan 

70.22 

565.4 

2.2 

10.66% 

8.05 

Xi’an 

25.83 

164.6 

1.3 

10% 

6.37 


By Dong Nan 

C hinese cities are experi- 
encing a period of rapid 
growth, spurred both by 
rivalry and cooperation. While 
major and local centers try to 
outdo each other, Beijing and 
Shanghai in particular, they’re 
also learning to capitalize on 
their particular strengths. In- 
evitably though, some cities are 
being left behind, sometimes 
because of over-confidence and 
sometimes because of inadeqa- 
te pace of development, hinder- 
ing business growth. 

The conclusions came in the 
Annual Report on Urban Com- 
petitiveness No. 2 — Position- 
ing: Way to Mutual Prosperity , 
which was released earlier this 
month. The report lists the 200 
top Chinese cities which were 
believed to be most competitive 
in 2003. The report was con- 
ducted by a study group of the 
Finance and Economy Institute, 
under the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences. 

How competitive is your city? 

As in 2002, Shanghai, 
Beijing, Hong Kong and Taipei 
were still the most competitive 
cities in China last year. Of the 
200 top cities in the Chinese 
mainland, Shanghai, Beijing, 
Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Suzhou, 
Hangzhou, Tianjin, Ningbo, 
Nanjing and Wenzhou were the 
top ten in 2003. 

Apart from that, many cities 
had changed position since 2002. 
Some traditionally prosperous cit- 
ies such as Wuhan and Fuzhou 
had dropped down the rankings, 
while cities like Wuhu and Wen- 
zhou that have enjoyed more re- 
cent booms leapt upwards. 

In recent years, many for- 
eign companies and national in- 
dustries have moved northward 
and westward, and national pol- 
icy has encouraged the develop- 
ment of western areas of China. 
This has contributed to the rap- 
id development of cities such as 
Chongqing, Chengdu, Nanning 
and Urumchi. 

The report analyzed com- 
petitiveness of cities based on 
four aspects: human resources, 
strength of enterprises, living 
circumstances and commercial 
environment. 

The top ten cities in terms of 
human resources were Beijing, 
Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Shang- 
hai, Suzhou, Amoy, Wenzhou, 
Zhenjiang, Changzhou and Fos- 
han. Cities with the strongest 
enterprises were mainly in 
Guangdong and Jiangsu, except 
those municipalities directly un- 
der the central government. The 
top ten were Shanghai, Beijing, 
Shenzhen, Suzhou, Guangzhou, 
Nanjing, Tianjin, Dongwan, 
Zhongshan and Huizhou. 

The result of the living 
circumstances survey might 
surprise some people. Shang- 


hai, Beijing, Shenzhen and 
Guangzhou, which are often 
criticized for their serious pol- 
lution, ranked the top four. Cit- 
ies like Chengdu, Weihai and 
Fuzhou, which are generally 
considered to have better envi- 
ronments, did not get such high 
positions on the list. 

According to the report, this 
was because the crucial point in 
deciding the quality of a city’s liv- 
ing circumstances was how easy 
it was for people to start business- 
es there. The natural environ- 
ment was given less significance. 
The top ten were Shanghai, 


Beijing, Shenzhen, Guangzhou, 
Dongwan, Nanjing, Foshan, 

Tianjin, Suzhou and Hangzhou, 
mainly in south China. 

The top ten cities in terms 
of commercial environment were 
Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, 
Shenzhen, Tianjin, Wuhan, 

Nanjing, Hangzhou, Chongqing 
and Shenyang. These large cities 
all have greater advantages in 
information, services and infra- 
structure than smaller centers. 

Cooperation and competition 

The report found that many 
Chinese cities had arrived at 


a clear understanding of their 
particular local strengths and 
had taken practical measures 
to make the most of them. 

For example, cities in the 
Yangtse River delta had formed 
a complementary structure, 
based around Shanghai. While 
Shanghai pays more attention 
to commerce and the service in- 
dustry, other nearby cities such 
as Nanjing, Suzhou, Wuxi, Ning- 
bo and Huzhou in Jiangsu and 
Zhejiang have decided to focus 
on production, and the elec- 
tronics industry in particular. 
That way, Shanghai can pro- 
vide its mature financial, trade 
and transportation systems, and 
other cities take advantage of 
their cheaper labor costs and lo- 
cal resources. 

But it’s not all cooperation. 
Cities also compete with each 
other, in terms of major func- 
tions and image. It’s well known 
that Beijing and Shanghai are 
competing to be the economic, 
financial, scientific and inter- 
national exhibition centers of 
China. Wuhan, Changchun, 
Guangzhou, Chongqing, Hefei 
and Shenzhen have all declared 
plans to build the “Silicon Val- 
ley of China”. And in the west, 
Chengdu, Chongqing and Xi’an 
are competing to be seen as the 
top city. 

The competition is also fierce 
within the provinces, usually be- 
tween the capital of the province 
and another rising city, such 
as Guangzhou versus Shenzhen 
in Guangdong. There’s also 
Hangzhou versus Ningbo in 
Zhejiang; Suzhou versus Wuxi 
in Jiangsu; Jinan versus Qingd- 
ao in Shandong; and Shenyang 
versus Dalian in Liaoning. 

Mistakes and problems 

Amidst this rush for wealth 
and recognition, there have been 
casualties. 

Many cities crave overnight 
success, and have made exces- 
sively optimistic plans blindly. Ac- 
cording to the report, one city in 
north China with a population 
of less than 300,000 people came 
up with a municipal construc- 
tion plan that aimed to make it 
“the central city of North China”, 
and “a new international metrop- 
olis”. To meet this target, the city 
planned to build 30 skyscrapers 
in anticipation of a commercial 
boom which has not yet fully 
materialized. 

However, some cities have 
suffered from the opposite prob- 
lem: moving too slowly. In some 
cities, where the local authori- 


ties lacked far-sightedness or the 
ability to conduct effective re- 
search, development has lagged 
behind. Plans that would take 
three years to execute in south- 
east China can take five years 
or more elsewhere. This inevita- 
bly hinders local commerce. 

Some cities have also refused 
to adjust to diminishing for- 
tunes in recent years. Former 
boomtowns that have failed to 
adapt have withered and been 
passed-by. 

Tianjin, a large city that used 
to be an economic and financial 
center, found itself facing hard- 
er times in the 1990s, for many 
reasons. The city still had ad- 
vantages in manufacturing, but 
determination to maintain its 
status as a financial center and 
neglect of new chances led to 
greatly diminished fortunes. 

Other cities have suffered 
from being unable to make up 
their minds what the principal 
local industry should be. Zhu- 
hai, a city in the Pearl River 
delta, planned to be “a middle- 
size city with high-quality con- 
struction” in 1999. But in 2001, 
the plan changed, and the city 
was to be turned into a hi-tech 
manufacturing center. In 2003, 
the local authorities changed 
their minds again and decided 
tourism was the industry to fo- 
cus on. 

Future: nine metropolitan 
districts 

The report says there’s a 
trend of major Chinese cities ei- 
ther developing closer ties with 
or swallowing up nearby cities 
and becoming more unified met- 
ropolitan districts. The report 
mentions nine such districts in 
particular: 

Taipei: Taipei has the high- 
est GDP per capita of any city 
in China. 

Hong Kong: this includes 
Hong Kong, Macao, Guangzhou 
and Shenzhen, with smaller 
towns like Zhuhai, Foshan, Ji- 
angmen, Huizhou, Qingyuan, 
Dongwan and Zhongshan also 
being drawn in. Hong Kong is 
the center of finance and inter- 
national trade, while cities in 
Guangzhou have advantages in 


manufacturing. 

Shanghai: with Shanghai 
as the center, bonds are grow- 
ing tighter with Nanjing and 
Hangzhou, and the area ex- 
tends to Wuxi, Changzhou, 
Suzhou, Nantong, Yangzhou, 
Zhenjiang, Ningbo, Wenzhou, 
Jiaxing, Huzhou, Shaoxing, Ji- 
nhua, Zhoushan and Taizhou. 
The report says this is the most 
promising metropolitan district 
in China. 

Beijing: with Beijing and 
Tianjin as the center, major local 
partner cities include Shijia- 
zhuang, Tangshan, Qinhuangdao, 
Baoding, Zhangjiakou, Chengde 
and Langfang. The district has 
advantages in human resources, 
science and technology, services 
and basic construction. But com- 
petition among the various cities 
hinders cooperation. 

Qing Ji: this area centers 
on Qingdao and Jinan, and in- 
cludes Zibo, Dongying, Yantai, 
Weifang, Taian, Weihai and Ri- 
zhao, in the middle and lower 
reaches of the Yellow River. It is 
the center of Shandong, and the 
economic growth rate has been 
rapid in recent years. 

Shen Da: this area takes 
Shenyang and Dalian as the cen- 
ter, and includes Anshan, Fus- 
hun, Benxi, Jinzhou, Yingkou, 
Fuxin, Liaoyang, Panjin, Tieling 
and Huludao. It has long been an 
industrial center. 

Cheng Yu: this area is based 
around Chengdu and Chongqing 
as the center, and includes Zigong, 
Luzhou, Deyang, Mianyang, Suin- 
ing, Neijiang, Leshan, Nanchong 
and Yibin. A tradtional industrial 
center of China, it is also develop- 
ing as a high-tech center. 

Wuhan: centered on Wuhan, 
this area includes Jiujiang, Xin- 
yang, Huangshi, Shiyan, Yichang, 
Xiangfan, Ezhou, Jingzhou, Xiao- 
gan, Suizhou and Yuyang, in 
central and southern China. Its 
industry system is complete, but 
the area is experiencing a “brain 
drain” problem. 

Xi’an: focused on Xi’an, this 
area includes Tongchuan, Baoji, 
Xianyang, Weinan and Hanzhong. 
It is an important industrial base 
and logistical and trading center 
for west China. 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Walfj 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the ^ 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, ^ 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 } 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen | 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com | 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

iWWWAlUi? 

6:00-8; 30, 
30 ^, 400 ^, 10007 ^®. 
68499696 


The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
1 n11 iming Daxue stop. 
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By Sun Ming 

T he case against Qiu Yan, who 
recently took third place 
in the World Press Photo 
(WPP) contest, was held on Mon- 
day in Wuhan, Hubei Province. 

Qiu, a photographer for 
Wuhan Evening News, is ac- 
cused of staging his photo, ti- 
tled “Wedding During SARS”. 
The WPP contest, held in the 
Dutch capital of Amsterdam, 
is considered one of the most 
prestigious press photo compe- 
titions in the world. 

The plaintiff, Chen Ying, the 
apparent “groom” in the photo, is 
unmarried. He says that not only 
was he not in a relationship with 
the girl in the photo, but it’s also 
ruined his relationship with the 
girl he was going out with at 
the time. He says that Qiu Yan 
and Wuhan Evening News have 
infringed on his reputation and 
he’s demanding 150,000 yuan in 
compensation. 

It’s the first time the WPP has 
been involved in a lawsuit since 
it began in 1957. Chinese pho- 
tographers have been recognized 
by the WPP since 1959, and 10 
have won prizes, with three tak- 
ing the top prize. 

Prize leads to lawsuit 

On February 13, 2004, the 
website sina.com released an 
item of news that drew atten- 
tion from all over the country. 
It reported that two Chinese 
photographers had picked up 
awards at the WPP awards for 
2004. 

Freelance photographer Lu 
Guang’s “Aids Village, Henan 
Province” earned him the top 
prize in the Contemporary Is- 
sues Stories category. And Qiu 
Yan took third prize in the Daily 
Life category. 

The second day, on February 
14, Wuhan Evening News covered 
the news on the front page and 
published Qiu’s photo again. 

It was the first time Qiu had 
won after being in the running 
on four previous occasions. How- 
ever, trouble soon followed. 
Models required 

On March 23, Chen called 
Wenzhou City News, a local news- 
paper in Wenzhou, his home- 


Did He Fake it? 


Photographer accused of staging prize-winning shot 



town, and claimed that the photo 
was a fake. Chen said the whole 
thing had been staged. 

Chen claimed in the court that 
on May 5, 2003, Qiu came to 
the Sese Wedding Dress Photo 
Shop to ask for models to help 


shoot photos. Qiu picked Chen 
and another girl as the bride and 
groom. 

“I’ve been in Wuhan for two 
years, and I am a model for Sese 
Photo Shop. You can tell from 
the picture that it was taken just 


outside our shop. The little girl 
who was holding the wedding 
dress was also picked from our 
photo shop,” said Chen in court. 

Chen recited the caption for 
the photo in court: “On May 5, a 
couple cross Yangzi road to have 


their wedding photo taken. Love 
and marriage still continue dur- 
ing the SARS outbreak.” 

Wuhan Evening News pub- 
lished the photo on May 7 and 
republished it on Valentine’s Day 
after the WPP awards. Chen said 


Who’s That Girt? 

Company sued for using photo without permission 



Haile B. Wondafrash recognized his daughter immediately. 


By Shan Jinliang/ Zong Yiduo/ 
Yang Ban 

W hen a three-year-old Ethi- 
opian girl came to China 
to see her father in September 
2001, she and her family were 
probably not expecting to get 
embroiled in a row over a photo 
of the little girl. 

The girl’s father, Haile B. 
Wondafrash, said that last year 
he saw the picture of his 
daughter being used in an ad- 
vertisement for Nanjing Yase 
Advertising Company. He imme- 
diately filed a lawsuit against 
the company and demanded 
compensation of 70,000 yuan. 
He got 5,000 yuan eventually af- 
ter two hearings in the district 
and city level courts. 

Nanjing Yase angrily refuted 
the charge and said they had 
been cheated by Wondafrash. 
The company’s lawyer Sun Gang 
said they were planning a coun- 
ter-suit against him. 

I recognize that picture 

Wondafrash had come to 
study a masters degree in jour- 
nalism at Nanjing University, 
and he was j oined by his wife and 
daughter in September 2001. 
In August 2003, Wondafrash 
saw the offending advertisement 
with his daughter’s picture on 
the wall of a local cinema, ac- 
cording to the petition he filed 
at the local court. 

Wondafrash added in the pe- 
tition that as he had not given 
permission for use of the pic- 
ture, Yase had infringed on his 
daughter’s image rights, so he 
hired a lawyer to file the suit 
against Yase at Baixia District 
Court. Haile assumed the photo 
had been taken by Yase in a se- 
cret way and he asked for com- 
pensation of 70,000 yuan. 

When the case was first heard 
at Baixia District People’s Court, 
Yase said the girl in the picture 
was not Wondafrash junior. The 
company’s lawyer Sun Gang told 
Beijing Today on Thursday that 
the company put up the adver- 
tisement in October 2002, and 
that the photo had been down- 


loaded from the Internet. 

The local court then arranged 
for Nanjing Jindun Legal Test 
Center to test the photos provid- 
ed by Wondafrash and by Yase. 
They found the girl in the Yase 
advert was indeed young miss 
Wondafrash. 

Baixia District Court deliv- 
ered its judgment in January 
2004, saying Nanjing Yase must 
take down the advertisement 
and pay 5,000 yuan in compen- 
sation as well as 3,000 yuan for 


the photo test. 

Second court affirms judgment 

Neither party in the lawsuit 
was satisfied with the result, so 
they both submitted petitions 
to the Nanjing People’s Inter- 
mediate Court. Nanjing Yase 
called for the judgment of the 
first hearing to be thrown out. 
Wondafrash continued to de- 
mand the compensation should 
be 70,000 yuan. 

On March 30, the court is- 
sued its judgment. It said Yase 


had violated the image rights of 
the little girl, but it only ordered 
Yase to pay the 5,000 yuan com- 
pensation decided on in the orig- 
inal court judgement, plus 2000 
yuan to cover Wondafrash’s le- 
gal expenses. 

Both sides were still unhap- 
py with the second judgment. 
Wondafrash’s lawyer Xu told 
Xiandai Kuaihao on March 31, 
“We wanted 70,000 yuan, but 
the court only gave us 5,000 
yuan. The gap is too big. The 


penalty for Yase is too light, so 
it won’t stop such things hap- 
pening again.” 

Meanwhile, Yase questioned 
the legality of the photo test. “The 
legal test of the photos was not 
conducted according to the rele- 
vant laws,” the company’s lawyer 
Sun told Beijing Today. “The le- 
gal test should contain the appro- 
priate technology, but the Legal 
Test Center refused to divulge 
how they did the test, saying the 
technology used for police detect- 
ing could not be revealed.” 

Wondafrash said he could 
recognize that the photo used 
by Yase was his daughter at 
first glance, but Yase said there 
were a few clear differences be- 
tween the two photos in the 
lips, nose and cheekbones. 
Where is the picture from? 

When the Intermediate Court 
asked Yase to provide the source 
of the photo, Yase said the photo 
from Sohu.com could not be found. 
Instead, they offered a document 
from Yu Bin, an employee from 
another advertising company. 

“I bought a VCD in a com- 
puter market in Zhujiang Lu, 
Nanjing in July 1999,” Yu said 
in the document. “The VCD had 
the same photo as the one used 
by Yase. So it is impossible that 
Yase could have used a pho- 
tograph of the Ethiopian girl 
since I bought the VCD in July 
1999.” The court dismissed the 
evidence as inadequate. 

Wondafrash told Beijing To- 
day on Wednesday that he was 
not very satisfied with the re- 
sult, but he plans no further 
legal action for more compen- 
sation. When asked to com- 
ment on Yase’s plans, he said, 
“It is up to them.” 

Yase’s lawyer Sun said some 
officials at the company want- 
ed to give up further legal 
procedures because the com- 
pensation was not that big, but 
others wanted to push ahead. 
He said Yase is preparing docu- 
ments and will ask the Nanjing 
Procuratorate to throw out the 
judgment. 


that the photo caused his break- 
up with his girlfriend, so he 
brought a lawsuit against Qiu 
and Wuhan Evening News on 
March 25. 

Chen brought a reporter from 
Shanghai Morning Post to Sese 
Wedding Dress Photo Shop on 
Monday afternoon. The reporter 
saw the same railings outside 
the shop that were in the photo. 
“When shooting, we left the shop 
and walked across the road. Qiu 
stood opposite and took the pho- 
to,” the newspaper quoted Chen 
as saying on Tuesday. 

“I am under great pressure 
now. The photo shop had prom- 
ised to bear witness, but then they 
changed their minds,” said Chen. 
Teenage bride 

In court, Chen showed the 
written witness statement pro- 
vided by the “bride”, Liao Hong 
(pseudonym) and a copy of her 
ID card. According to the ID 
card, Liao was born in July 1986, 
which means that she wasn’t yet 
17 years old when the wedding 
photo was taken. In China, it’s 
forbidden for a woman to get 
married below the age of 20. 

Liao, in her witness statement, 
claimed she had a good friendship 
with Chen, but denied they were 
lovers. “One day in May, 2003, I 
was introduced by a model in our 
shop to Qiu Yan, who was seeking 
wedding models for his photo se- 
ries themed ‘Love stories during 
SARS’. He picked me and Chen 
out of four models.” 

Liao said that under the di- 
rection of Qiu, they made about 
40 photos on May 5. Qiu point- 
ed to the photo that later won 
the prize and said, “This one 
would be perfect if the old man 
in the photo moved a little for- 
ward and give a little space for 
the girl who is holding the wed- 
ding dress.” 

Beijing Today called Sese Wed- 
ding Dress Photo Shop on Wednes- 
day. A staff member admitted that 
Chen had worked there, and was 
not in love with Liao. 

“We are not going to get in- 
volved in this case. But because 
of the lawsuit, our photo shop 
has had a rising number of cus- 
tomers,” said the staff member. 
Qiu absent from the court 

Qiu, who has won the China 
News Prize award and Ten 
Excellent Youth Photographers 
prize in China, did now show up 
to the court. Instead, the Chief 
of the Legal Section of Wuhan 
Evening News took the defen- 
dant’s stand. 

He denied that the shot had 
been staged. When asked how 
Qiu confirmed the identities 
of the bride and groom in the 
photo, he answered: “Qiu did 
ask Chen and Liao whether 
they were lovers, but consider- 
ing it was the SARS time, he 
did not have much conversa- 
tion with them.” 

The defendant provided vari- 
ous witnesses from photo shop, 
trying to prove that the two were 
in love at that time. 

Shanghai Morning Post said 
last Sunday that Qiu denied the 
accusations. He claimed the pho- 
to was not staged. Qiu told the 
newspaper that Chen and his 
family found him after he won 
the WPP prize and asked for 
100,000 yuan as a reward, but 
Qiu refused. 

Chen said that his father did 
ask for compensation since the 
photo had broken up Chen’s re- 
lationship with his girlfriend. 
Qiu was willing to offer 20,000 
yuan, but the family did not ac- 
cept that offer. 

Is this kind of thing common? 

“There has been a long debate 
about made-up photos in Chi- 
nese photography. Many of the 
photos considered by the WPP 
are created through design and 
planning. The final effect is the 
only criteria for judging a photo- 
graph,” said Wang Wenlan, Chief 
of the Photography Department 
from China Daily and vice chair- 
man of the Chinese Photogra- 
pher’s Association. 

However, Li Shuanglong, dean 
of the Department of Journalism 
and Communication of Fudan 
University, said that whatever 
the situation is, journalists and 
photographers should be respon- 
sible for truth. 

“Photographers should have 
their ethics. Not intervening in 
the affair that a photographer is 
shooting is a rule,” said Li. 
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By Philomena Cho 

W hen Australian Brian 
Wallace first 
backpacked his way 
from Inner Mongolia to 
Qinghai, Xingjiang and Xi’an 
in 1984, little did he imagine 
that less than a decade later, 
he’d create one of the most 
influential contemporary art 
galleries in Beijing. 

Wallace took the scenic route 
to find his calling. After 
graduating with a business 
degree in Australia, he spent 
several years as a marketing 
researcher before realizing he 
wasn’t having fun anymore. The 
cure? Travel. “I was trekking in 
Papua New Guinea,” recounts 
Wallace, “when I just woke up 
one day and knew I had to go to 
China. I bought a ticket that day 
before I could change my mind.” 
China-bound 

Setting off on his first China 
trip in 1984, he criss-crossed 
the country by train in just 
five weeks. “Those were the 
days when you still had to get 
permission to go to Kashgar,” 
Wallace recalls smiling. “You 
see so much more by train, 
the diversity of what I saw 
impressed me.” 

It made such an impression 
that Wallace came back for 
more in 1985 by enrolling in 
a five-month language course. 
After completing that stint, he 
returned the following year to 
continue his Chinese language 
studies. This time, Wallace 
began organizing his first art 
exhibitions. 

“I met a lot of artists by 
going to shows. So, I ended up 
with a lot of Chinese friends who 
were artists, with no hope of 
organizing themselves,” he says. 
This initial flurry of artistic 
activity came to a temporary 
halt in 1989. “Since one couldn’t 
do anything after ‘89 anyway, I 
decided to learn about art history 
and studied at the Central Fine 
Arts Academy for a year.” 

By 1991, Wallace faced a 
decision after five years in the 
nation’s capital. “I had reached 
this crossroads of either going 
home or staying and opening 
up a gallery. It just seemed 
so obvious to me that Beijing 
needed a dedicated 
contemporary art gallery. The 
economy was picking up, 
services in the city were opening 
up so it really made sense to 
stay,” Wallace recalls. 

Red Gate Gallery opened its 
doors in the summer of 1991. 
“Originally, we did shows at 
the Ancient Observatory,” says 
Wallace. “So, I went back to 
them to ask about renting 
space. They said no, but told 
me about this place down the 
road - a recently renovated 
Ming Dynasty Corner Tower,” 
he explains. The only one 
remaining of the four originals, 
the gorgeous 15th century tower 
was perfect. “The red doors are 
how we got our name,” Wallace 
points out. 

The early days were 
challenging to say the least. “We 
only had the top floor at that 
time, so we couldn’t work during 
winter and had to operate from 
two spaces,” he says. Renting an 
additional exhibition space in the 
China World complex from 1992 
to 1999, Wallace was invited 
back to Red Gate in 2000 to 
take over the whole space with 
additional permission to build a 
small office in the corner, so the 
team wouldn’t freeze in winter. 
Mission 

“Those were the very early 
days so there was nothing going 
on. The idea was to give younger 
artists a chance to exhibit, it’s 
still our mission,” says Wallace. 
“The quality of the artwork 
is very high here because of 
the good training,” he adds. 

The gallery’s events calendar is 
scheduled a year in advance 
to include shows of Red Gate 
artists as well as visiting 
curators, both international and 
domestic. Artists come by way 
of self-introduction, being seen 
in exhibits that Wallace visits 
regularly or introduced by the 
current stable of about two 
dozen Red Gate artists. “I 
look for distinctive work, saying 
something about what’s going 
on in China with all the 
changes,” Wallace notes of his 
selection criteria. 


Opening Up 

the Red Gates 

« r I Y e ar t wor k is just so stimulating. It’s amazing to be part of 
this exciting era, to keep working away. There is so much to 
do even though so much has already been done.” 

— Brian Wallace 



Brian Wallace Photos by Philomena Cho 



Wallace stands beside a sculpture by Liang Suo called Nine Brothers. 


Wallace established Beijing’s 
first artist residency program 
ten years ago, with over 60 
international artists having 
been through the program since, 
and this spring, Red Gate 
launched the first-ever domestic 
artist residency program. “It’s 
for Chinese artists outside 
Beijing, who apply on a 
competitive basis,” explains 
Wallace. Selected artists receive 
working space, living space and 
a stipend. Applications were 
collected at the end of March, 
with the lucky selected artists 
heading to Chengdu for their 
residency, to temporarily become 
part of the vibrant artist 
community there. 


As for future expansions to 
the thriving artist residency 
program, Wallace says there are 
many choices. “There are so 
many gorgeous places to go. 
Those kinds of places would be 
so inspiring for the artists, it’s 
just a question of setting it up.” 
Wallace is confident there is 
a market waiting for all this 
talent he’s helping to nurture. 
“Just in the last 12 months, 
the number of commercial 
galleries in Beijing has doubled 
to about a dozen,” he says. 

The relatively small number of 
galleries in Beijing as compared 
to elsewhere translates into 
greater cooperation. “We’re all 
in this together. The scene 




Wallace (middle) at an event show 


is not that big, so it’s not 
that cut-throat. During the 
Beijing International Art Fair 
in April, all the major galleries 
were involved. The head of the 
Melbourne Art Fair was here on 
tour, going with me from one 
opening to another - and he was 
so surprised that a director of 
one gallery could just walk into 
the opening of another gallery 
without starting a turf war,” 
says Wallace. 

Indeed, the Beijing art scene 
now seems to welcome all 
comers. “Foreigners are not 
just on the fringes anymore. 

All major galleries are foreign 
operated, so they’ve become very 
integral to the contemporary 
art scene now and will 
undoubtedly encourage the 
further internationalization of 
the art scene.” 

Lisa Norton, on sabbatical 
in Beijing from her teaching 
position at The School of the Art 
Institute in Chicago, believes 
Red Gate has played a vital role. 
“Wallace functions as a catalyst 
here. From what I have seen, 


he has been very successful in 
applying a business model to the 
art world here, and thus filling a 
gap, particularly internationally. 
And the residency program 
continues to grow so that’s a 
great contribution.” 

Dialogue 

In September, Wallace will 
welcome Brazilian artist 
Annabella Geiger to Red Gate to 
open her retrospective. “Now in 
her seventies, Geiger was at the 
vanguard of abstractionism,” 
Wallace elaborates. As for the 
guest Australian and French 
curators and artists who have 
shown at Red Gate, he adds, 

“It’s about getting more dialogue 
going, hence the last series we 
did was actually called Dialogue 
with the Watchtower .” 

In addition to introducing 
Beijing to bilingual artist floor 
talks and press lunches for 
new exhibition launches, 
Wallace has also launched an 
annual charity exhibition. Last 
Christmas, Red Gate opened 
a holiday show to benefit the 
Philip Hayden Foundation 


(which takes in orphans 
requiring medical attention). 
During the show, limited edition 
calendars of the show’s 
artworks sold for US$500 each. 
“We sent them a check for 
50,000 yuan in early March 
and hope to have another check 
for them soon,” says Wallace 
happily of the successful event. 

Despite Red Gate now having 
celebrated its first decade in 
business, Wallace never gets 
bored. “The artwork is just so 
stimulating. It’s amazing to be 
part of this exciting era, to keep 
working away. There is so much 
to do even though so much has 
already been done,” he says with 
a smile. 

Domestic Art Market 

Wallace gives China’s 
authorities credit for allowing 
the domestic art market to 
develop. “The government is 
already involved in terms of 
letting various industries grow 
and not shutting down shows. 
You just have to look at the 
number of art fairs, auction 
houses, lifestyle and art 
magazines, curators, artist-run 
spaces and first-time 
international exhibitions to see 
how quickly this is developing.” 

“Funding bodies either public 
or private, things like annual 
grants, fellowships and 
scholarships though future 
development are likely to come 
more from the private side. 

Some of the things that Red 
Gate does actually cross-over 
into what a foundation would do 
elsewhere,” he says. 

But still there’s more that 
could be done to help. “China 
doesn’t yet have an art bank, 
whereby government funds are 
used to purchase and show art 
overseas,” he says. “Also, there 
could be guidelines encouraging 
a certain percentage of new 
construction projects to invest 
in buying new art. Initially, this 
means government projects, but 
organizations can be set up to 
convince private developers to 
do the same.” 

Future Trends 

Wallace’s optimism about the 
future of contemporary art in 
China is infectious. “Artists 
today are far more confident 
in what they’re doing and 
their place in China and more 
at peace with the changes. 

From the business perspective, 
the broadening of supporting 
structures means increasing 
opportunities for artists to be 
presented,” he adds. 

About the artists themselves, 
Wallace has had a unique 
vantage point to observe their 
rapid evolution during his time 
in China. “The younger 
generation of Chinese 
contemporary artists are more 
mature in a sense; they find 
it easier to take it easy,” he 
says. “They’re focused on art but 
they know they have to do a 
lot of work. This broader focus 
reflects the calming down of the 
overheating of the art market. 

So rather than expecting to 
be discovered as an overnight 
success, they’re prepared to 
work at the business of art.” 

About future developments in 
Beijing’s contemporary art scene, 
Wallace laughs and says, “If we 
keep talking about the Beijing 
Museum of Modern Art opening, 
then it’ll happen sooner.” 



Wallace looks through a Chinese issue ofArtlink. 
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By Zhang Huan 

W hile Peking Opera is 
widely known, few 
people these days have 
heard of yangge opera, peculiar 
to Baiyu, a village in Beijing’s 
Mentougou District. With a 
history of more than 400 years, 
yangge (not to be confused with 
the folk dance of the same name) 
predates Peking Opera by 240 
years, and is the oldest traditional 
opera in Beijing. However today 
there remain only six yangge 
opera performers in Baiyu Village, 
three of them in their eighties, 
and the opera is on the verge of 
being lost. 

A distinct local flavor 

Baiyu Village is located in 
the mountainous area of 
Mentougou District, west of 
Beijing. In ancient times, it was 
the only pass in the west to 
Beijing and was thus a center 
of information exchange and a 
highly populated area. 

Toward the end of the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279), the Shaanxi 
plain suffered a severe drought. 
The government sent a group 
of officials from the Directorate 
of the Imperial Academy, who 
were mostly from Geyang, Jiangxi 
Province, to the Baiyu area to 
oversee relief operations. 

The imperial officials hit it 
off with the local officers after 
they discovered they had a 
common interest - Chinese opera. 
Integrating elements of the local 
operas, which had a strong folk 
flavor, with the famous Geyang 
diao from Jiangxi they created 
a new form of opera that later 
became known as the yangge 
opera of Baiyu. 

Similar to Peking opera, 
yangge opera features five role 
types: sheng (young male), dan 
(female), jing (painted face), mo 
(old male) and chou (clown). 

The two forms also share many 
similarities in costume design 
and makeup. 

However, yangge is unique 
in several ways. The singing 
style is characterized as simple 
yet vigorous, a feature well 
represented in the “crying” part. 
Yangge opera features nine 
distinct singing styles and 18 tune 
forms, providing wide scope for 
variations. Meanwhile the subject 
matter of the stories is very rich, 
vividly describing the lives of 
the local people in ancient times, 
providing a record of the process 
of young men taking the imperial 
examinations. Also, in contrast 
to the two-stringed hu used in 
Beijing Opera, a four-string hu is 
used for the accompanying music. 
In full bloom 

Chen Yonglu is the youngest 
of the six surviving yangge 
performers. “In its full bloom, 
the opera was very popular in 
the neighborhood. There were 
more than 60 actors in our opera 
company and our repertoire 



Photos by Cai Daizheng 



f Most actors were 
illiterate. The 
lines were passed 
on orally from 
generation to 
generation. ’ 

- Chen Yonglu , 63 



boasted over 40 different plays. 
Every year from the second day 
of the first lunar month to the 
second of the second, we would 
perform opera in the village day 
and night and there was always 
a large crowd in front of the 
stage. For 30 days we changed 
plays every day,” Chen told 
Beijing Today last Thursday. 

Chen began to learn yangge at 
the age of five. His mother was 
an opera fan and she once took 
Chen to visit an old actor in the 
village and asked him to teach 
her son. Every day after school, he 
would go to practice. “My master 
was quite strict with me. If I could 
not sing it right he would beat 
me.” Chen’s cousin learned the 
opera too. Chen remembers once 
his cousin was performing on the 
stage and sang his part wrong. 


Several masters rushed unto the 
stage and pummelled and kicked 
him. “My cousin’s wife became 
enraged and said to the masters, 
‘it’s only a play. Why are you so 
strict?”’ smiles Chen, ‘We didn’t 
learn to sing opera, we were 
beaten to sing opera.” 

Chen says his master told him 
that during the Qing Dynasty 
(1644-1911), the Baiyu yangge 
opera troupe was invited to the 
Forbidden City to perform as part 
of the 60th birthday celebrations 
for Emperor Qianlong. It was 
said that the emperor had invited 
the troupe to stay in the city, 
but the actors did not want to 
leave their hometown, so after the 
celebration, they all returned to 
Baiyu. “The old actors were very 
proud of it,” says Chen. 

Like many traditional skills, 


the opera could only be passed 
on to males, never to females. All 
the roles were performed by men. 
“Most actors were illiterate. The 
lines were passed on orally from 
generation to generation. Many 
actors even did not know the 
exact meaning of the lines they 
were singing,” said Chen. 

Modern difficulties 

The decline of the yangge 
opera started from the Cultural 
Revolution, when anything 
related to what was termed 
“feudal culture” came under fire. 
Although performances were 
banned, the costumes were 
preserved undamaged, thanks 
to the opera’s widespread 
popularity. But the 10-year 
break in performing was too 
much to recover from. Young 
people stopped learning it and 


the old performers just get older. 

Now the opera group has 
only six members: Tan 
Yongzhen, Tan Yongcheng and 
Liu Fenglin who are all 82 years 
old; Chen Wenliang and Chen 
Dengren, both 74, and Chen 
Yonglu, 63 years old. The six old 
men are no longer able to put 
on yangge opera performances. 
“The last performance was four 
years ago. Since then, we have 
performed no more. The old 
actors died one by one and now 
we could not find enough people 
to sing all the parts,” said Chen. 

For the last six actors, the 
most important thing is to 
prevent yangge opera from 
disappearing altogether. Tan 
Yongzhen is still in good health, 
which he attributes to his 
practice of yangge. His three 


sons have gone to live in the city. 
“Sometimes deep in the night, I 
cannot get to sleep and I think 
about our plays: how many have 
we have left? Now people have 
many different entertainments. 
They do not need the opera any 
more,” says Tan. 

Last year, Chen Yonglu called 
the old men together to make 
a record of all the lines, as 
each performer only memorizes 
his own part. Chen, who is 
almost blind, has written down 
the lines of four plays in his 
notebooks. “I don’t want to lose 
the opera passed on from our 
ancestors. I write down the lines 
and then I’ll ask an accompanist 
to write down the music. In this 
way, we can ensure our yangge 
opera survives even if we six all 
die,” he says. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 
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3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck: Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Daj ie, Chong wen District 

2 ^ 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony; food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 9 1 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

AM — M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

T m 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza,\Vangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

mm 5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
M IK ^ 140 'G 
9:00-23:00 
64042187 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU L I IN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

I LLii 7 ? :f O 1 0)68843388-7 I 8/620 l3j 


New French Restaurant TN o w Op en ! 
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Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR 

mt 


BEIJING , CHINA 


Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open : 1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

tit : nm \i a is m m m p a m im m ir sb 0 1 n — m 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone: 6508-91 OO 
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Creating an Oasis 


Liu Qinghe talks about art, life and spaces in between 



Floating with the Breeze, 2004, ink and wash on paper, 90 cm x 90 cm 




Nuo Nuo, 2004, ink and wash on 
paper, 65 cm x 55 cm 



Distant Mountains, 2004, ink and 
wash on paper, 65 cm x 55 cm 


Flying with the Owl-Face, 2003, 
ink and wash on paper, 136 cm 
x 68 cm 


By Darlene Lee 

N ew takes on one of China’s 
oldest art forms grace the 
walls of the Red Lake 
Gallery these days. Lakescape, 
an exhibition of ink wash paint- 
ings by contemporary artist Liu 
Qinghe, opened last Saturday 
and runs through May 9. His ink 
washes hark back to centuries 
past while providing a unique 
voice for expressing concerns and 
questions about modern society 
A contemporary voice 

Liu purposefully avoids the 
abstraction that became the fo- 
cus of heated debate among such 
influential curators as Li Xiant- 
ing in the early 1980’s, instead 
aiming work at fitting into a 
more commonplace context. 

“I’m more interested in using 
ink wash to express daily life in 
a modern city, which I find more 
challenging in many ways than 
purely abstract work,” he said. 
“My feeling is that ink wash has 
a classic aesthetic that lends it- 
self to express today’s issues.” 
Liu, a native of Tianjin, is 
one of China’s most prominent 
artists in the contemporary ink 
wash movement and relatively 
young at just 43. 

“Liu Qinghe captures the 
mood of a younger urban gener- 
ation. Though not at odds with 
today’s environment, they are 
unsure of their place in it. They 
are worried and react in many 
ways. Here the response is, in 
many cases, to suppress the diffi- 
culties and enjoy the quieter mo- 


ments,” noted Brian Wallace of 
the Red Gate Gallery. 

Indeed, stepping into the show 
is to suddenly leave behind the 
capital’s bustle and enter a qui- 
et, serene space created by Liu’s 
doe-eyed women in water. “When 
I started this series in 2002, 1 fo- 
cused on people in their natural 
environments. I never intention- 
ally painted women in water,” 
Liu said, somewhat surprised 
himself about the eventual dom- 
inance of the theme. “Even my 
wife kidded me about the result- 
ing show.” 

Artistic philosophy 

What has interested Liu most 
in his long and productive artis- 
tic career is, “Nature, by that I 
mean the forces which animate 
us and everything else. It’s easy 
to forget about this in the cur- 
rent rush towards bigger and 


better. I’d like to think that my 
work serves to remind us of who 
we really are, where we come 
from. So, I use ink wash to depict 
ordinary people in everyday en- 
vironments.” 

It should come as no surprise 
that calmness is required to cre- 
ate such pictures of tranquility. 
“We artists need to be calm and 
remain centered, so that we’re 
not swept away by things which 
ultimately are not substantive,” 
mused Liu. “What’s important is 
to not only understand what’s 
going on but really to under- 
stand what and why you’re do- 
ing what you’re doing. That way, 
what comes out is more honest. 
It’s also a good way to be able to 
enjoy life a little.” 

Though best known for his 
poetic ink washes, Liu notes, “I 
learned and worked in many oth- 


er mediums. I ended up doing so 
much in ink wash because the na- 
ture of the medium with so much 
emphasis on white space seems 
to me to best match what I wish 
to express, making possible the 
interaction of open spaces.” 

A continuing story 

Liu has exhibited in solo and 
group shows in cities around the 
world such as Berlin, Boston, 
Kuala Lumpur, Madrid, Paris, 
San Francisco, Seoul, Singapore, 
Sydney, Taipei and Vienna as 
well as all over China, including 
previous shows at Red Gate. 

He said, “My last Red Gate ex- 
hibit opened during SARS. Only 
14 people visited - even I didn’t 
go. I worried that other people 
would go if I went, so I called 
them up and told them to stay 
home. Some people from the 
school were quarantined just 


Fu, 2004, ink and wash on paper, 65 cm x 55 cm 





days before the show opened. So, 
this show could be seen as a con- 
tinuation of what I didn’t get to 
fully express last time, what I 
didn’t finish saying.” 

Regarding this show, Liu con- 
tinued, “For me, this series is 
more about the relationship of 
people to nature. The current 
works on display show a rela- 
tionship which is close and mu- 
tually supportive. I think that in 
my previous work this relation- 
ship was much more adversarial 
and violent.” 

Though tradition calls for 
black hues to dominate ink wash 
works, Liu’s introduction of pale 
blues coupled with images of 
women in water introduce a 
timeless, languid pace which be- 
lies the frenetic pace of activity 
“outside”. 

Sharing wisdom 

Currently assistant professor 
in the Chinese Painting Depart- 
ment at the Central Academy of 
Fine Arts, Liu shares his ex- 
perience with young artists on 
a daily basis. Liu characterized 
his teaching style as “non-tra- 
ditional” in giving students lots 
of freedom, which he acknowl- 
edged, “gives them a lot of pres- 
sure as well.” 

He explained, “I look at my 
students as being equal to my- 
self, particularly when looking 
at new things - they’re often 
faster to pick up something than 
I am. I don’t want students 
to copy me or to adopt some 
subservient position as student 
while I take a higher position as 
teacher. I experienced enough of 
that as a student that I don’t 
want anyone else to have to go 
through that.” 

Instead, what Liu emphasizes 
to his artistic charges is creativi- 
ty. “Without this, there’s no other 
story. Only within creativity do 
we start looking at technique or 
content issues. Technique can be 
a very individual issue, so in a 
sense there’s nothing to teach if 
technique is just about copying 
someone else,” he explained. 
Future plans 

Liu stated that his main goal 
for the future would be to do a 
proper show. “I’ve been thinking 
about a show which explores sev- 
eral main themes over the past 
four or five years,” he noted. 

He hopes to turn those plans 
into reality within the next two 
years. He said, “It will also be a 
chance for me to work in other 
mediums other than ink wash. 
I find this gives me a fresh per- 
spective on ink wash while also 
challenging me.” 

Success clearly has not gone to 
Liu’s head. “I’m never very satis- 
fied looking at my current work, so 
it’s critical for me to keep growing. 
That, and to create a life which is 
neither too arduous nor too emp- 
ty,” he concluded. 



BeiJing Jia Yu Hua Decoration Co., Ltd 

nit: Jtf 

fciS: (010) 8455 2536 <*«*#> 64678822-1806 
ft*: (010) 8455 2530 

Add:Room 1806,8F,Guangming Plaza, Liangmaqiao Road, 
Chaoyang, Beijing, China 

Tel: (010 ) 8455 2536 («**«> 64678822-1806 
FAX: (010)8455 2530 
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By Sun Ming 

A song and dance perfor- 
mance showcasing the di- 
verse cultures of Yunnan 
Province opens in Beijing tomor- 
row night. 

Dynamic Yunnan is a medley 
integrating the primitive quin- 
tessence with modern interpreta- 
tions of Yunnan’s ethnic minority 
nationalities. 

Yang Liping, a renowned danc- 
er from Yunnan Province, stars 
in the production, of which she is 
also making her debut as chore- 
ographer and artistic director. 

“Around 70 percent of the per- 
formers are Yunnan local ethnic mi- 
norities, preserving the simplicity 
and pure charm of their songs and 
dances,” Yang said at a press confer- 
ence in Beijing on March 17. 

The medley gives a glimpse of 
the culture of more than 20 mi- 
nority nationalities in Yunnan. 
All the costumes in Dynamic 
Yunnan are authentic, revealing 
the original designs of different 
ethnic cultures. 

“In the show, primitiveness 
and tribalism of ethnic dances 
collide with exquisite and novel 
modern art concepts, offering the 
audience a series of dramatic im- 
pressions of Yunnan,” said Jing 
Lin, the director of the perfor- 
mance, at the news conference. 

Dynamic Yunnan is on at Poly 
Theater till April 16. 



Purely Jiang Kin 

By Wang Yao 

For her new album Chuncui 
(Purity), released last month, 
rock star Jiang Xin not only 
wrote all the lyrics, but also 
introduces two tunes she com- 
posed herself, Xu and Chen 
(Dust). 

The credits list an impressive 
line-up of some of the top names 
in China’s music business. Li 


Yanliang, Gu San’er and Liang 
Jianfeng provide the instrumen- 
tal backing while Xu Wei, He 
Yong and Gao Xiaosong helped 
with the production. 

The first hit from the album, 
Pandora, is driven by a catchy 
guitar melody that provides a 
warm counterpoint to Jiang’s ex- 
pressive vocals. 

With Purity, Jiang has shaken 
off her youthful, sometimes im- 
mature sound and revealed her 
true strength as a performer. 



What’s on DVD 


By Wang Xiaochun 

Schindler’s List 

Ten years after its cinema release, 
Steven Spielberg’s Schindler's List has 
finally been released on DVD. As well as 
the Oscar winning movie itself, this ver- 
sion also contains the 72-minute doc- 
umentary Voice from the List, which 
includes interviews with Holocaust sur- 
vivors, and Life of Oskar Schindler. 
(DVD 9) 

The Complete Nikkatsu Collection of 
Shohei Imamura Vol. 1 

An encyclopedic companion to Shohei 
Imamura, a seminal New Wave director 
and dark chronicler of post-war Japan, 
this collection consists of five DVDs, 
and includes the films Stolen Desire, In 
Front of West Ginza Station, Endless 
Desire, My Second Brother and Hogs 
and Battleships, as well as trailers 
and a 55-minute documentary in which 
Imamura discusses his work. Japanese 
with Chinese subtitles. (DVD5) 

Ten Minutes Older 

Chen Kaige, Spike Lee, Bernardo 
Bertolucci, Werner Herzog ... 15 top 
international directors, each shooting 
a 10-minute film on the theme “time” 
joined to make this DVD a mini-pan- 
orama of world film. It was the inaugu- 
ral film for the 2002 Cannes Festival. 

It also contains a 50-minute docu- 
mentary on the making of the film, and 
some ten trailers of other films. Orig- 
inal languages, Chinese and German 
subtitles. (DVD9) 



WORLDWIDE 

Britney Eyes China Show 

Raunchy 
singer Brit- 
ney Spears 
is in 

negotiations 
to take her 
Onyx Hotel 
tour to Chi- 
na. Chinese Britney Spears 
promoters are reportedly 
trying to lure the “Toxic” pop 
superstar to the commu- 
nist country, even though 
China’s cultural officials 
haven’t given their OK to 
the plans yet. Members of 
Spears’ production team are 
planning a trip to China 
this month to check poten- 
tial venues. Mariah Carey 
became one of the biggest 
stars to play China with a 
pair of concerts in Shang- 
hai last November. (IMDB) 
Radcliffe Passes Church, 
Approaches Prince’s 
Wealth 

Harry Pot- 
ter star Dan- 
iel Radcliffe 
has replaced 
singer Char- 
lotte Church 
as Britain’s 
second richest Daniel Rad- 

teenager and c ^ e 

the actor is predicted to 
soon become the richest. 
Currently Prince Harry is 
the country’s richest teen- 
ager, but Radcliffe is pre- 
dicted to eclipse the royal’s 
reported $25 million fortune 
as his salary for the series 
of Potter films rises which 
each installment. A movie 
insider says, “The project 
would lose too much cred- 
ibility if they changed any 
of the lead actors now, so 
in effect Dan can name his 
price. He’ll be the richest 
teenager in the UK and one 
of the richest in the world 
by the time its all done.” 

(IMDB) 

Fashion leap for Jackie 
Chan 

Rubber- 
boned Chi- 
nese martial 
arts star 
Jackie Chan, 
has taken a 
leap into the Jackie Chan 
world of fash- 
ion with the launch of his 
own line of clothing. More 
famous for his death-defy- 
ing stunts than his dress 
sense, the 49-year-old star 
of Rush Hour and Shang- 
hai Noon said he hoped his 
garments would be a hit in 
China and beyond, accord- 
ing to Xinhua News Agen- 
cy. “I would like to develop 
a fashion brand for all Chi- 
nese and bring it to the 





world stage,” said the Hong 
Kong-born actor. Chan mod- 
eled his new clothing, which 
bears a Chinese dragon logo 
and the English word “Jack- 
ie,” at an informal fashion 
show in Beijing. (AFP) 
Sarah Brightman Keen to 
Try Her Hand at 
Composing 


Sarah 
Bright- 
I man tast- 
ed teenage 
n fame as a 
WL disco diva 
and then 
I shot to in- 
I ternation- 
FSHMf i al stardom 

Sarah Brightman Phan- 
tom of the Opera. Now, after 
selling 15 million albums 
around the world and carv- 
ing out a career as a solo 
artist, the British singer has 
one big ambition she would 
love to fulfill - as a compos- 
er. “I need to do it. I have 
many sounds in my head 
and musical lines I want to 
play with,” she told Reuters 
in an interview before em- 
barking on a concert tour of 
Europe and Asia. “It’s all in 
here,” said Brightman, 43, 
tapping her head. “I love 
symphonic pieces. I would 
love to play with different 
sounds,” she said. “I would 
like to compose but I need 
to go back to school to learn 
orchestration. That takes 
time.” 


(Reuters) 



Steven Soderbergh 

Soderbergh Takes Over 
‘Che’ Movie 


Traffic Oscar-winner 
Benicio Del Toro and direc- 
tor Steven Soderbergh have 
teamed up again on a new 
biopic about Cuban rev- 
olutionary Che Guevara. 
The moviemaker will re- 
place Terrence Malick as 
the project’s director. Ma- 
lick, who co-wrote the script 
for Che with Del Toro, quit 
the project to work with 
Colin Farrell on The New 
World. Soderbergh is now 
negotiating with Del Toro’s 
supporting cast, which in- 
cludes Ryan Gosling, Ben- 
jamin Bratt and Javier 
Bardem, to keep them in- 
volved in the film, which 
will start shooting this 
summer. (IMDB) 

Edited by Yu Shanshan 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

1 .it is located between CBD center and Guo mao 

2 .favourable price :RMB3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RJVIB 2.8-3 . 5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


r WARWICK: INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL=(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 

swimming pool,GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(l 7:30-1 8:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguo m e n wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 


NWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 




OTo South ofLanDao building, it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities,Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


m 

CHINA LIFE TOW^Rt 

mnmm : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat\ 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from *1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 



LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$ 5 00/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IDE) app li anc e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen IDistrict 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation : convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby),Tickets,Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22oo P er month 

Current Occupation ILate: offices: 100 % :Department 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561798 


Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street,Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: usD 28 /month/ sq mCgross including management) 
Communication: Supplied nodes IDE) lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:S5275696-60S 


4 s] %k A' a, •&, 

^#1^64055786 

this newspaper's perennial legal adviser Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy . rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases . maritime . finance , bond . important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt , economy contracts foreign marriage cases , criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises ^providing legal assistance; 

6 , providing law ^regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86- 10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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Boutique Central 


Olive branch necklace in 
three colors of gold at Kavenna 
Capo (79,318 yuan) 

Photos by Sun Haitao 


Kavenna Capo Play Time 


By Lu Pinrou 

W hile some of the other 
jewelry stores in Tongli 
Studio specialize in 
minimalist, modern pieces, 
Kavenna Capo confidently 
sticks with classic, classy 
styles. Most of the items are 
the store’s own designs and 
all are of guaranteed quality 
One eye-catching piece 
is a necklace of 18-karat 
white, yellow and rose gold 
shaped like an olive branch. 
The leaves are adorned with 
a total of 6.4 carats of 
diamonds. Every ring in the 
chain was crafted and joined 
by hand, part of the reason it 
is priced at 79,318 yuan. 

Diamonds also highlight 
a necklace, bracelet and 
earrings set in which all 
the pieces are made of 
small rose gold crosses. Sold 
separately, the earrings 
fetch 20,600 yuan, the 
bracelet 65,798 and the 
necklace 57,372. 

Traditional Chinese 
culture gets a jewel touch- 
up in a pair of 21,950-yuan, 
diamond-encrusted earrings 
shaped like the ancient 
symbol of the ying-yang. 

A more modern item is a 
white gold ring crafted in 
the image of the store’s logo, 
priced at 2,188 yuan. 

Other distinctive items 
are made of rare black gold, 
but they tend to sell out 
very quickly. In such cases, 
the store can order custom- 
made jewelry pieces from 
Hong Kong and have them 
delivered within seven to 10 
days. 

Where: No. 205-206 
Tongli Studio, just off 
Sanlitun Lu (North Bar 
Street) Open: 11 am - 9 pm 
Tel: 6417 2291 


Zoinks! Shaggy toy 
Time (80 yuan) 


By WangXiaoxiao 

U sing its small size as 

an advantage, Play Time 
succeeds in standing out as 
more of a boutique toy store 
than the sprawling plaything 
warehouses more common in 
the capital. The store feels 
like a fun, tiny cartoon world 
filled to the gills with unusual 
and valuable toys. 

The shelves are stacked 
not only with the kinds of 
toys beloved by kids, but also 
the kind that tempt adult customers. Some items, 
such as the model trains, cars and bicycles, have 
collective value beyond their playful appeal, such as 
an authentic replica of a 1950s bicycle. 

Other collectibles are tied into the worlds of comic 
books and movies, as all kinds of famed figures 
from Hollywood blockbusters can be found in 
miniature form. Film buffs can get their hands 
on a screaming figure of the Hulk shaking a 
fist, a 7 0-centimer version of ET in a t-shirt or 
even the king himself, Aragon of the Lord of the 
Rings, astride his horse. 

Music fans may get a kick out of a scaled-down 
version of boy band N’ Sync or movable action 
figures of glam metal gods Kiss. According to 
the store assistant, all the figures were collected 
abroad by Play Time’s owner, Han Yue, a big toy 
buff himself. 

The goofier toys on hand are more likely to please 
the young ones. Check out a mummy figurine that has 
some surprises under wraps. Press on his left hand and 
the risen corpse starts dancing to the tune of Michael 
Jackson’s megahit Thriller. Shifting rhythmically from 
his left food to right, he twists at the waist and 
stretches his neck. Why a dancing mummy? Why not? 
Where: No. 209 Tongli Studio Tel: 6417 3988 ext. 209 


By Yu Shanshan 

S ince its establishment in August 2003, Tongli 
Studio, a squarish red brick building just west 
of Sanlitun Beijie, has succeeded in breathing 
new life into stagnant “North Bar Street” by making 
it prime shopping territory. In ruling out window 


S&T Thai Store 

By Jiang Yongzhu 

A little oasis of Southeastern Asian 
culture in the fashionable Tongli Studio, 
the S&T store is a specialist in arts 
and crafts from Thailand, including lamps, 
curtains, candleholders and jewelry. 

“Thai crafts make use of natural 
materials and light hues. Because they 
are made by hand and with great skill, 
they are also very delicate,” said store 
owner Hong Mei, who lived in Thailand for 
several years. 

The stock of lamps, most made of hemp, 
paper or seashells, are beautiful unions 
of the natural and the man-made. A 
1.5-meter tall lamp (960 yuan) stands out 
for several reasons. It’s flower bud-shaped 
shade is made of hemp laced with strips of 
bamboo leaves and gives off a warm and 
soothing light. The shades are available 
in five colors, natural, yellow, orange, blue 
and purple. 

Another impressive lamp features a 
shade made of thin, squarish shards 
of seashell (660 yuan). “The shells are 
carefully chosen to make sure they are 
both thin and durable,” said Hong. The 
shells give off a diaphanous glow when 
the lamp is lit, making it both functional 
and an attractive 
conversation 
piece. 

The store’s 
selection of 
jewelry runs 
along similar 
lines, the 
earrings, 
bracelets and 

necklaces notable 

for their delicacy and bright beauty. 

One series of bracelets features pure 
silver bases highlighted with inlaid stones, 
carnelian, turquoise or amber, in a range 
of sizes and shapes. The elegantly simple 
pieces are priced from 190 yuan to 480 
yuan. 

Where: No. 305 Tongli Studio 

Open: 11 am - 9 pm 
Tel: 13661369279 



at Play 



Exotic lights at S&T Thai Store 


shopping, the red brick walls inspire shoppers to 
delve inside and check out the nearly 20 stores, 
most on the second and third floors, that offer 
clothing, jewelry, handicrafts and home decorations, 
the majority of which is imported, handmade or 
otherwise unavailable anywhere else in the capital. 


Rimtu Culture 

By Lisa Lee 

E arth is for sale in 
the Runtu Culture 
store, the name of which 
means nourished soil in 
Chinese. 

The shelves are not 
stocked with dirt, but 
with clay sculptures 
and other pottery pieces. 

Half of them depict the 
simple rustic life of the 
Chinese countryside and 
the other half portray 
beautiful women. 

The country-style works 
were sculpted by 60-year-old 
folk artist Yu Qingcheng. 

Besides his artistic pursuits, Yu 
is a member of the National 
People’s Congress and a staunch 
defender of farmers’ legal rights. 

Prices for Yu’s sculptures 
vary according to size and 
whether pieces are originals or 
copies. The general range is 500 
yuan to 6,000 yuan a piece. 

One of his more evocative 
pieces is a sculpture of a mother 
breastfeeding her two children, 
one named Yangtze River and 
the other Yellow River. The 
piece is a barely-concealed 
metaphor for the importance of 
those two waterways to Chinese 
civilization and an ode to the 
beauty of maternal love. 

The work Two Blooming 
Flowers depicts an old man 
with a face full of wrinkles 
putting a flower into his wife’s 
hair, a fun and moving picture 
of enduring love. 

A similarly elderly couple is 
shown dancing near a mill 
stone in another lively piece. 
Dubbed Making Up a Missed 
Lesson , the work is intended 
to show the forces of change 
at work in peasants’ lives, as 



Clay sculpture Making Up a Missed 
Lesson at Runtu Culture (8,000 
yuan) 

the introduction of new ways 
of thinking and living have led 
rural people to be more open- 
minded and flexible. The work is 
one of the most expensive in the 
collection, tagged at 8,000 yuan. 

The other series of works 
were sculpted by Zheng Yukui, 
an established artist and 
graduate of one Beijing’s more 
prestigious fine arts schools. 

His pieces have an exaggerated, 
unrestrained feel and portray 
country boys and pretty women 
in a range of poses and 
expresses both innocent and 
elegant. Prices range from 600 
yuan to 1,500 yuan. 

Where: No. 207 Tongli 
Studio 

Open: 11 am - 9 pm 
Tel: 13911088583 


Other Stores in Tongli 


Second floor 

Free Life (No. 202): home decorations 
from Thailand and other Southeast Asian 
countries 

Silver Counter (No. 208): Handmade 
silver jewelry of in-house design 

Jade House (No. 210): Jade jewelry 


Orchid Mansion (No. 212): gifts, home 
decorations, toys and teacups 

Dripping Eaves Collection (No. 216): 

textile products (saris, sheets, cushions) from 
India and Nepal 

Ya Bu Sang Ka (No. 218): clothes of the 
Jinuo minority people of Yunnan 

Yi Fan Xing (No. 219): lacquer crafts 
Thing of the Jing (No. 221): unique 
handmade silver jewelry 


Casa Bella (No. 222): porcelain 

Third floor 

SPY (No. 303): Hong Kong brand clothes 
St. Bukking Ham (No. 305): jewelry 
Da Yuan Interior Design (No. 306): 

furniture, decorations and interior design 
service 

India Impress (No. 310): Indian clothes, 
decorations and jewelry 


Tong Fei (No. 318): African home 
decorations, including wooden sculptures 

D&L Jewelry (No. 319): jewelry from 
China and abroad 

Ming Yue Fang (No. 320): trinkets and 
decorations from Vietnam, lots of elegant 
chopsticks 

Jenny’s (No. 321): toys, bags, glazed 
jewelry and home decorations 



BUSINESS AGENT 


P 1 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING C0..LTD. 

PREAEDIA 

A 

dvertising agent service 

% 

mu. 

B 

usiness service 

% 


c 

orporation identity 


design service 

% 



• ci/viigit • Stf* • 

• • POPr^ 

• • ;«fg • « ft* 

( 

HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 

TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile:1 30011 68744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

m ±: 1 i 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109 , N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $t 57107-57109 88371521 if*:68342761 


** 


Pi BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

IE ‘MEDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail: pieere@sina.com 


A Five-year-old Advertisement Company t 


we’re looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel:1391U95219 

UlS ervice 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA 
TION and so on. 




♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
v HotUne:010-66050344/66050391 y 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building,No.l7 Xi Changan St. Beijing 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 010-66050775 
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Recipe: 

Wasabi mayonnaise dip 

1 cup mayonnaise 
4 teaspoons soy sauce 

1 1/2 teaspoons sugar 

2 teaspoons fresh lemon 
juice 

2 teaspoons wasabi paste 
(add more to taste) 

Wisk ingredients 
together until sugar is 
dissolved. Sauce should 
have a mild beige color. 


To turn simple asparagus 
into a beautiful show- 
stopper, top cooked spears 
with hollandaise sauce. 
While the traditional 
version is notoriously 
difficult, a blender can take 
a lot of the doubt and effort 
out of making this rich, 
velvety classic. 


By Joel Kirkhart 

W ith the appearance of 
fresh, thin spears of 
vivid green asparagus 
in local markets, there can be no 
doubting that spring has finally 
arrived. 

This venerated 
member of the lily 
family has been 
prized in its native 
Mediterranean for 
millennia and 
was long 
considered an 
expensive 
delicacy accessible 
only to royalty. In 
China, asparagus 
did not turn up on 
dinner tables until 
relatively recently, but 
ancient herbalists used its 
roots to treat all sorts of 
medical problems, from arthritis 
to infertility. Modern scientists 
have at least confirmed that the 
plant is chock full of nutrients, 
such as vitamin C, folic acid and 
beta-carotene while containing 
no fat, cholesterol or sodium. 

The best spears certainly 
come out in spring, but thanks 
to the magic of greenhouses 
and hydroponics, asparagus is 
actually available in Beijing 
year-round. Plus, local prices are 
amazingly low - expect to pay 
around 4 yuan per 500 grams at 
small markets and a bit more in 
supermarkets. 

To get the most out of 
asparagus, buy only the freshest 
spears, identifiable by their 
firm, straight and smooth 
stalks, bright green color and 
tight tips. Raised ridges on the 
stem and dull color are signs a 
spear is past its prime. 

Before cooking, always 
remove the woody ends of 
asparagus, as they tend to be 
tough and low on taste. They 
can be cut away, but are just 
as easy to snap off by hand. 
Simply grasp a spear between 
two hands and flex it - the 
stalk will break cleanly right 
where the woody section begins. 
Some cooks like to peel the 
lower portions of stalks to avoid 
possible stringiness, but that is 
just a matter of personal taste, 
not necessity. 

Asparagus can be prepared 
in many different ways, but 
the one thing it cannot abide is 
overcooking. Overdone 
asparagus is stringy, mushy 
and flavorless, so take care 
when applying the heat to this 
spring treat. 

Done right, asparagus has a 
subtle, nutty and grassy flavor 
that can stand on its own, 
provide competent back up to 
other ingredients such as eggs, 
or add new layers to complex 
dishes like risotto. 

In warmer weather, a 
wonderful way to enjoy 
asparagus is to serve it as 
a erudite, cooked, chilled and 
ready for dipping in sauce. 
Simply blanch trimmed spears 
in boiling salted water for one 
minute, transfer them to a 
colander and rinse under cold 
water to keep the asparagus 
from continuing to cook. Pat dry 
and serve. This method not only 
protects the asparagus’ natural 
flavor, it deepens its vibrant 
green color. 

A dip of sweet and pungent 
wasabi mayonnaise is perfect 
foil for asparagus, adding a 
sharp, but not overwhelming, 
burst of nasal passage-burning 
flavor. 


of 


Spring 


Brunch Bust 


Recipe: (Relatively) easy 
hollandaise sauce 

3 egg yolks 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
Pinch of cayenne pepper 
1 tablespoon cream 
500 grams butter 

1 tablespoon lemon juice 
or white wine vinegar 

Melt butter in a pan, 
heating until it is bubbling 
but do not let it brown. 

Place egg yolks, salt, 
pepper and cream in a 
blender or food processor 
and blend at high speed for 
a few seconds until they 
come together into a smooth, 
frothy mixture. With the 
blender still running at 
high, add half the butter in 
a thin, steady stream. 

The addition of the butter 
should immediately cause 
the sauce to thicken. Add 
lemon juice or vinegar to 
the whirling sauce, then add 
the rest of the butter using 
the same method as before. 
Serve warm. 

While it is hardly a classic 
ingredient in Chinese cooking, 
asparagus does very well in 
native treatments, such as 
steaming or stir-frying. 

Making an elegant Chinese- 
style dish with asparagus does 
not take much more effort, as 
shown by this attractive and 
tangy dish of asparagus with 
sesame seeds in a soy-based 
sauce. 

Recipe: Sesame stir-fried 
asaragus 

2 tablespoons soy sauce 
2 teaspoons sugar 
2 tablespoons sesame oil 
2 large cloves garlic, 

minced 

1 kilo asparagus, 
trimmed and cut into 2-cm 
pieces 

4 teaspoons sesame seeds 

Mix the soy sauce and 
sugar in a small bowl until 
sugar dissolves. Heat oil 
in wok or large non-stick 
skillet, add the garlic and 
stir for 15 seconds. Add 
asparagus and stir-fry about 
four minutes, until yielding 
but still crisp. 

Splash in soy sauce 
mixture and stir until 
asparagus is coated. Season 
with salt and pepper and 
transfer to a serving dish. 
Top with a sprinkling of 
sesame seeds. 

Like many vegetables, 
asparagus’ natural flavor is 
concentrated when cooked fast 
under very high heat, such 
as when roasted or grilled. In 
either case, simply cover the 
spears in a thin coating of oil, 
season with salt and pepper 
and cook until tender. The 
addition of balsamic vinegar 
and a bit of marinating adds 
a whole new dimension to this 
basic treatment. 

While asparagus stands up 
well to the heat of the grill, 
its thin girth means it is prone 
to falling through the grate. 

To solve that problem, link 
several spears together into 
rafts using wooden skewers 
(remember to soak the skewers 
in water for about an hour 
before grilling to keep them 
from burning). The rafts are 
easy to turn with a pair 
of tongs and eliminate risk 
of valuable stalks slipping 
through the cracks. 


Swisscafe 

Enjoy a meal and more at 
the Swisscafe, with a range 
of fun Easter activities for 
the young and the young at 
heart, including an egg hunt, 


Fresh asparagus with wasabi 
mayonnaise dip 

Photos by Joel Kirkhart 


Little ones will get a kick out 
of the Easter treasure hunt 
and the beautiful chocolate 
eggs and rabbits filling The 
Patisserie. Where: Grand 
Cafe, Grand Hyatt Beijing 
When: 11:30 am - 2:30 
pm Tel: 85181234 ext.3628 
Cost: 218 per person plus 15 
percent service charge, half 
price for children ages 3-12 
Unforgettable Easter at 
Traders 

Celebrate the joys of Easter 
at the Traders Hotel, with 
a sumptuous buffet spread 
and lots of fun activities for 
kids and adults alike, such 
as an egg hunt, “Junior Chef’ 
cooking class, magic show and 
much more. Don’t forget to 
check out the enticing milk 
chocolate bunnies and eggs 
and mouthwatering cakes. 
Where: Traders Cafe, Traders 
Hotel Beijing When: 12-2:30 
pm Tel: 6505 2277 ext. 35 
Cost: 108 yuan for adults, 60 
yuan for children under 12, 
plus 15 percent service charge 
Elite Treats at St. Regis 

Dive into a mouth- 
watering Easter buffet with 
all the fresh seafood you 
can eat - even caviar - 
and favorite hot dishes 
complemented by a 
beautiful pastry display. 
Where: The Garden Court, 
the St. Regis. When: 11:30 
am - 3 pm Tel: 6460 
6688 ext. 2341 Cost: 398 
yuan net with free flow 
of champagne, 88 yuan for 
children ages 4-12 


By Joel Kirkhart 

For years, the Den has been 
a weekend haven, serving up 
quality brunches in a cozier, cooler 
atmosphere than sterile hotel 
restaurants. Recently, prices have 
dropped, but judging on one visit, 
so have standards. 

The brunch menu covers all the 
normal favorites, from breakfast 
staples like pancakes, French toast 
and muesli to fancier items such as 
omelets, crepes and the lord of all 
brunch foods, eggs benedict. 

Service is undeniably friendly 
but jarringly clueless. The wrong 
food was brought to the table and 
one dish came about 25 minutes 
before the other, which took an 
unreasonable 45 minutes. Brunch 
should be leisurely, but come on. 

Savory crepes with gruyere 
cheese and ham looked good yet 
proved sorely disappointing. There 
was nary a shred of cheese in 
the whole deal and the crepes 
themselves were not very well 
cooked and far short of savory. 

Even at under 50 yuan, the dish 
seemed like a bit of a ruse. 

Certainly better was the eggs 
normandy, two poached eggs and 
slices of smoked salmon perched atop 
toasted bagel halves and covered 
with hollandaise sauce. Again, 
however, impressive appearances did 
not hold up. The eggs were 
overcooked and the hollandaise, 
admittedly a difficult sauce to make, 
was oily and clumpy and marred by 
the presence of a fly. 

The best parts of the meal 
were the beverages. Included in 
the brunch deal are refillable 
decent coffee and juice, while early 
afternoon-appropriate cocktails, 
like a good and spicy bloody mary, 
are just 10 to 15 yuan a glass. 

On past experience, the Den 
brunch was something special, 
a great way to start a lazy 
Sunday not really available 
anywhere else. They still do decent 
weekend business, perhaps based 
on previous reputation alone, but 
this local institution is at risk of 
losing its edge if quality control is 
not tightened hard and fast. 

Where: 4 Gongti Donglu, next 
to City Hotel, Chaoyang Open: 
weekend brunch 9 am - 5 pm Tel: 
6592 6290 Average cost: 50 yuan 
per person for brunch 


The decor is the same, but standards 
have fallen at The Den. Photo by Aily 


Easter eggs 


Easter bunny with gifts for 
all the kids, lucky draw and 
live music. Cooking stations 
will offer fresh sushi as well 
as an enticing selection of 
other brunch treats. There 
will even be a special buffet 
for kids in the play world 
and egg painting 
competitions in the hotel 
lobby through Monday. 
Where: Swisscafe, Swissotel 
Beijing When: 11:30 am - 
3 pm Tel: 6553 2288 ext. 
2127 Cost: 288 plus 15 
percent service charge per 
person, children 8-14 half 
price, under 8 eat free 
International Buffet 
The Grand Cafe will 
surprise Sunday diners with 
an international selection of 
seafood, Easter desserts and 
traditional holiday goodies. 


Champagne Extravaganza 

Hop over to the Scene 
a Cafe for a special Easter 
Brunch. Continental roast 
carvings, Chinese barbeque 
treats and seafood platters 
will all be available, along 
with free flow of Moet & 
Chandon non-vintage Brut 
Champagne or Opera French 
Sparkling Rose. Where: Scene 
a Cafe, China World Hotel 
When: 11:30 am - 2:30 pm 
Tel: 6505 2266 ext. 35 Cost: 
388 yuan per person plus 15 
percent service charge 


A time for indulgence 

Photo provided 
hy China World Hotel 


The best of spring on one plate 

Photo provided hy Swisscafe, 
Swissotel Beijing 
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Dynamic Yunnan 
(Yunnan Yingxiang) 

Featuring traditional Yunnan 
dance performed by Yang Liping, 
famous for her charming perfor- 
mances in The Soul of The Pea- 
cock and Moonlight. 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 

Dongzhimen Nandajie Admis- 
sion: 100-680 yuan When: April 
13-16, 7:30 pm Tel: 6506 5345 



The Artists from Tianshan 
Mountain 

The Opera Ensemble of Xin- 
jiang Uygur Autonomous Region 
presents a variety show called 
Blessings of Tianshan Mountain. 
The Uygur artists clad in color- 
ful costumes of minority groups, 
will dance, sing and act. 

Where: Nationality Cultural 
Palace Theatre, Xidan When: 
April 15-18, 7:30 pm Admission: 
80-500 yuan Tel: 6602 2530 



The Best Tower in the 
World (Tianxia Diyi Lou) 

When the boss of a Beijing 
duck restaurant dies, his busi- 
ness flourishes in the capable 
hands of a businessman. The two 
sons of the former boss, both of 
whom lacked the ability to run 
the business, turn up again to 
claim their fortune. Performed 
by Beijing People’s Art Theater, 
directed by Xia Chun and Gu 
Wei, and starring Tan Zhongrao, 
Lin Liankun, Lu Zhong and Han 
Sanxu. 

Where: Capital Theatre, 22 
Wangfujing Dajie When: April 
9-25, 7:30 pm Admission: 80-280 
yuan Tel: 6525 0996 



Dvorak Tribute 

To commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the death of Dvor- 
ak, a concert of the great com- 
poser’s works will be held by 
the Beijing Symphony Orches- 
tra, featuring Li Chuanyun, a 
promising violinist. Tan Lihua, 
artistic director of Beijing Sym- 
phony Orchestra, conducts. 

Where: Forbidden City Con- 
cert Hall, Zhongshan Park, 
Tian’anmen Square When: April 
9, 7:30 pm Admission: 30-380 
yuan Tel: 6559 8285 



Mribitions! 


Feng Feng’s oil paintings draw on ancient Chinese 
culture, such as Chinese seals and classical books. The 
works aim to blend traditional Chinese culture and ab- 
stract art. 

Where: Qin Gallery, 1-1E Enjoy Paradise, Huaweili, 
north of Beijing Curio City When: April 17-30, 9:30 am 
- 7 pm Admission: free Tel: 8779 0458 



Tang Chenghua Solo 
Exhibition 

Tang Chenghua graduated 
from Fujian Normal University 
with a major in oil painting. He 
got a scholarship for graduate 
study in Japan in 1992 and got 
his masters degree in oil paint- 
ing in 1995. The imagery he uses 
aims to invoke a strong sense of 
consciousness. 

Where: Creation Gallery, 

north end of Ritan donglu When: 
April 10-18, 10 am - 7 pm Ad- 
mission: free Tel: 8561 7570 

The Power of the Ordinary 

An exhibition of works by Yue 


Luping, an artist from Xi’an in 
Shaanxi Province. His influences 
include cave-dwellings. Yue will 
be living in a tent in the ex- 
hibition hall and displaying the 
works he finished in his cave stu- 
dio. 

Where: Long March Cultural 
Transmission Center, 4 Jiuxian- 
qiao Lu When: till April 18, 11 
am - 6 pm Admission: free Tel: 
6438 7107 

Tang Guo Photo Exhibition 

Nanjing-born artist Tang Guo 
displays photos following a theme 
of water. Tang is a versatile art- 
ist: he uses non-traditional pa- 
pers for painting, produces ink 
wash works on clothes and also 
indulges in photography and pa- 
permaking. The photos in the ex- 
hibition attempt to offer a new 
perspective on water, one of the 
most important elements in Chi- 
nese painting. 

Where: Cultural Office of the 
Italian Embassy, 2 Sanlitun 
Dong’erjie When: till April 18, 9 
am - 1 pm, 2-5 pm (except week- 
ends) Tel: 6532 2187 
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French Cinema Panorama 

France Cinema Panorama will 
present 10 of the latest films 
made by French filmmakers. The 
schedule is Martin Valente’s Am- 
ateurs on April 9 (5:30 pm), Yann 
Samuell’s Love Me if You Dare 
on April 9 (8:30 pm), Jacques-Re- 
my Girerd’s The Frog Prophecy 
on April 10 (1 pm), Jean Beck- 
er’s Secret Gardens on April 10 
(3 pm), Louis-Pascal Couvelaire’s 
Michel Vaillant on April 10 (5:30 
pm), Marc Esposito’s French Men 



Beijing Tango Workshop 

A special tango workshop 
this weekend with Maestros 
Evelyn and Esteban Cortez. 
Beginners welcome, no part- 
ner needed. And a tango and 
salsa party will be held at 
BED bar, Houhai on April 10. 

Where: Riverside Cafe, 
Sanlitun Beixiaojie, 

Chaoyang (April 10) and CD 
Jazz Cafe (April 11) When: 
April 10, 11-12:30 am, 2-3:30 
pm (for beginners) and 4-5:30 
pm, 6-7:30 pm (for inter- 
mediates). April 11, 4-5:30 
pm, 6-7:30 pm (beginners) 
and 11-12:30 am, 2-3:30 pm 
(for intermediates) Admis- 
sion: 550 yuan for workshop 
Tel: 13501378511 
YPHH Booze Cruise 

This Easter Sunday, every- 
one can join this early af- 
ternoon boat trip along the 
Imperial Canal from the Mil- 
lennium Monument to the 
Summer Palace. On board 
there will be a free flow of 
wine, beer and soft drinks. 
Later in the afternoon, guests 
will be taken to top restau- 
rant Wu Dai for an all-u-can- 
eat dinner. 

Where: the DEN, next to 
the City Hotel When: April 
11 Admission: 280 yuan, in- 
cluding transport, entrance 
fees, drinks on board and din- 
ner & drinks Tel: 6592 6290 
Tour/Talk: Dongyue 
Taoist Temple 

Dongyue Taoist Temple is 
said to be the administra- 
tive center for the 18 layers 
and 76 offices of Hell. A talk 
on Religious Taoism will be 
given, and the symbols and 
meanings of the sculptures 
and structure will be ex- 
plained. English translation 
provided. 

Where: Meet in front of 
Dongyue Temple, Chaoyang- 
menwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
When: April 10, 2:30-4 pm 
Admission: 50 yuan Tel: 
8462 2081 



on April 10 (8 pm), Philippe Le 
Guay’s The Cost of Living on 
April 11 (3 pm), Bruno Podalydes’ 
The Mystery of the Yellow Room 
on April 11 (5:30 pm), If I Were 
a Rich Man , by Michel Munzet 
and Gerard Bitton on April 11 
(8 pm). In French, with Chinese 
subtitles. 

Where: the Hall of the Chi- 
nese People’s Political Consulta- 
tive Conference, 23 Taipingqiao 
Dajie, Xicheng When: April 9-11 
Admission: 25 yuan Tel: 800 
810 3721 

La Vida Conyuga I 

Directed by Carlos Carrera, 
this is the story of a devoted cou- 
ple who get married fully intend- 
ing to spend the rest of their days 
together. But as the years go by, 
the couple face the usual prob- 
lems of marriage. Jacqueline, the 
wife, decides to resolve her prob- 
lems by killing her husband. In 
Spanish with English subtitles 

Where: Cultural Office of the 
Mexican Embassy, No. 5 wujie 
Sanlitun When: April 14, 7:30 
pm Tel: 6532 2244 



Burning in the Wind 

Directed by Silvio Soldini, 
starring Ivan Franek. Immigrant 
worker Tobias Horvath lives a 
seemingly mundane life, his main 
hope being to find Line, an ideal 
woman lost in his imagination. 
In French with Italian subtitles 

Where: Cultural Office of the 
Italian Embassy, 2 Dongerjie, 
Sanlitun When: April 15, 7 pm 
Admission: free Tel: 6532 2187 
Green Tea (Lu Cha) 

Directed by Zhang Yuan, star- 
ring Jiang Wen, Zhao Wei, Zhang 
Yuan. This is a delightful love 
story with a very mysterious 
odor. Wu Fang, a highly desir- 
able single career woman, orders 
a cup of green tea in order to 
read the leaves that she believes 
will predict her fate during each 
first date. In Chinese with Eng- 
lish subtitles. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, 
29 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
When: April 9-10, 8 pm Admis- 
sion: 50 yuan Tel: 13901134745 



The Pianist 

Directed by Roman Polanski. 
Starring Adrien Brody, Thomas 
Kretschmann and Emilia Fox. 
Based on the story of brilliant Pol- 
ish pianist Wladyslaw Szpilman 
and winner of the Best Picture 
Award at the 75th Annual Acade- 
my Awards. A Jewish pianist strug- 
gles to survive the destruction of 
Warsaw during WWII. 

Where: Chaoyang Theatre, 36 
Dongs anhuan Beilu When: April 
9-15 Tel: 6507 1818 
Apocalypse Now and 
Riverworld 

Apocalypse Now, directed by 
Francis Ford Coppola and star- 
ring Marlon Brando, focuses on 
the Vietnam war and was one 
of the most controversial movies 
of its day. To be shown on April 
12. Riverworld, a rendition of the 
popular Philip Jose Farmer nov- 
els, will be shown on April 13. 

Where: B2M, Dongheyan 

Xiaoqu, Near Yonghegong When: 
8 pm Admission: free Tel: 6426 
1091 




Silver Pagoda Loop 

This is a loop walk, start- 
ing from a village which is 
home to a 300 year-old temple. 
The houses in the village are 
mostly built of granite. The 
trail loops around a mountain, 
past a local shrine. It passes 
through a valley known as 
“the valley of mercy” and 
climbs up to the peak of the 
mountain, offering panoram- 
ic views. 

Where: Changping county, 
north of Beijing When: April 
11, 8:30 am at the Lido Hotel 
outside Starbucks Cafe Ad- 
mission: 150 yuan for adults 
and 100 yuan for Children 
Tel: 1391002 5516. 



Lucky Bands 

Bands including Nao Zuo, 
Jayside, Last Chance ofYouth, 
Believers, Subs and Another 
Idea appear on April 9. Thin 
Man ( Shouren ) will be on 
stage on April 10. 

Where: Get Lucky, No.l 
Dongfang Qicaida Shijie, 
Laitai Jie, Chaoyang When: 9 
pm Admission: 30 yuan Tel: 
8448 3335 

Handsome Skyscraper 
and Jazzy Wolf 

Handsome Black and Sky- 
scraper (. Motiandalou ) play 
straight-up, hard-driving rock 
and roll tomorrow night. 
Wang Cheng and his band 
play jazz on April 14. 

Where: Loup Chante, 

Chengfu Lu, Shiweiying Ad- 
mission: free When: 9pm 
Tel: 6276 7355 




anguage exchange 


A Chinese boy, a postgrad- 
uate, wants to have a lan- 
guage exchange with a native 
English or German speaker. 
His English is fluent. 

Tel: 13811008831 
Email: 

bill.li@csoftsolution.com 


HI and Ratio Highlights 

CCTV-9 


MONDAY -FRIDAY 

Around China 

6:30 am 

Documentary 

8:30 am 

Nature and Science or 


Chinese Civilization 

11:30 am 

Cultural Express 

4:30 pm 

Shanghai Today or 


Chinese Civilization 

6 pm 

Sports Scene or 


Learning Chinese 

11pm 

Center Stage 

7:30 am 

Dialogue 

4:30 am 

SATURDAY 


Travelogue 

9:30 am 

World Insight 

11:30 am 

SUNDAY 


China This Week 

9:30 am 

Business Guide 

11:00 am 

China Today 

11:30 am 

China Radio International 

91.5 FM 


MONDAY -FRIDAY 

Easy FM Afternoon 

2-7 pm 

Fun in Beijing 

5:05-5:30 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 

SATURDAY 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Euro Hits 40 

12:05-1 pm 

Music Sans Frontiers 

6:05-8 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 

SUNDAY 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Jazz Beat 

6:05-8 pm 

Joy FM 

9:05-11 pm 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print 
employment, language 
exchange and accommodation 
info for individuals. Feel free 
to email us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2521 

By Guo Yuandan 
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Photos by Tian Xiaotong 


Taoranting, 

Park of Ecstasy 


By Shida Zhu 

T he site of today’s Taoranting 
Park was the eastern urban 
district of the capital, Dadu, 
of the Jin Dynasty and im- 
perial brick kilns during the 
Ming and Qing dynasties. 

During the Yuan, Ming and Qing, 
court officials and rich men built their 
private gardens there. Jiang Zao, the 
Minister of Industry during the reign of 
Emperor Kangxi, who was in charge of 
the brick kilns, built three houses at the 
Zibei Temple (the Temple of Mercy, M 
®)S) south of the kiln. He named the 
compound “Taoranting” (the Garden of 
Ecstasy, fiM?) after famous Tang poet 
Bai Juyi’s poem: 

When the chrysanthemums turn yel- 
low and wine is made, 

Lo! my dear friend, 

Let's drink to our heart's content and 
be drunken away 
In ecstasy. 

The site that covered the Black 
Dragon Pond the east, Dragon 

Spring Temple (;(£ H#) in the west, 
Nanheng Street (®$MSr) in the north 
and the city wall in the south later 
became an attraction for tourists from 
far away and those scholars who came 
to the nation’s capital for imperial civil 
examinations. 

Most famous at the site was the 
Plum Garden ($iJ$HH) northeast of the 
Garden of Ecstasy and northwest of the 
Black Dragon Pond. Scholars and lite- 
rati of the Ming and Qing dynasties 
often came there to drink wine and 
compose poems. Cao Zhenji, a poet of 
the Qing, once sang of the garden: 

When the plum has not yet come to 
bloom, 

I invite friends to come; 

The leaves falling like in dreams, 

We toast under the pine tree. 
Northwest of the Garden of Ecstasy 
was an ancient garden, the Garden of 
the Fengs (itK;|i|), built in 1122, the 
sixth year of the reign of Emperor Tian- 
fu of the Jin Dynasty and declined in 
1722, the 61st year of the reign of Em- 
peror Kangxi. Though it decayed, some 
of the ancient pine trees still stood, at- 
tracting many a poet. 

At Nanbanjie Hutong 
on Nanheng Street was the Garden of 
Ease ('['n H), locally dubbed the Seven- 



Cloud-painted tower 



Temple of Mercy 


Building Garden ('fcfs]®), the private 
garden of Yan Song, a high-ranking of- 
ficial of the Ming Dynasty and later 
Wang Xi, a great court official and 
scholar of the Qing. The garden covered 
the most part of the street and tran- 
scended over the southern, western and 
northern parts of the city. 

Most outstanding of the garden’s 
sights was the grotesque formation of 
Taihu Lake rocks designed by Zhang 
Ran of Huating. Zhang Ran designed 
the rock formations at such famous 
imperial gardens as the Yingtai at 
Zhongnanhai, Changchunyuan (later 
the Summer Palace) and Yuquan Hill. 

Northwest of the Garden of Ecstasy 
and southeast of the Dragon Spring 
Temple was an ancient temple called 
Longzhuahuai (;f£jRtt) noted for two 
Dragon Claw Chinese scholar trees. 

The current earthen mound on the 


north of today’s Taoranting Park was 
the site of an imperial kiln called Black 
Kiln. It made ordinary bricks and tiles 
for the building of imperial palaces dur- 
ing the reign of Emperor Yongle of 
the Ming. As feudal emperors who had 
superstitious ideas about fengshui for- 
bade excavation of soil for brick making 
in the imperial city proper, the kiln had 
to get its soil from the sandy hill. 

In the 281 years from the 18th 
year of the reign of Emperor Yongle of 
the Ming to the 33rd year of the reign 
of Emperor Kangxi of the Qing, the 
hill had almost been leveled. Officials 
in charge of the imperial kiln built a 
temple there for the worship of the 
God of Fire. 

Today’s Taoranting Park still retains 
many ancient traces. On the gourd- 
shaped islet in between the Eastern 
and the Western lakes stands the Tem- 
ple of Mercy, built on a raised rocky 
platform during the Yuan Dynasty. The 
temple is a standard traditional quad- 
rangle (sihe) courtyard with pavilions 
on the east, south, west and north. The 
western and northern pavilions each 
had three rooms. The western pavilion 
was the original Taoranting. 

During the reign of Emperor Kangxi 
of the Qing Dynasty, the Black Kiln 
was still in operation and there were 
two supervisors, one Manchurian and 
one Han. The Han supervisor was Ji- 
ang Zao, a native of Hanyang, Hubei 
province, a Minister of Industry of the 
court. He was a poet and calligraphic 
master. 

At the gate of the temple was a cal- 
ligraphic work in gold of Taoran by Ji- 
ang Zao and on the temple wall were 
inset with a rock carving, “Ode to Ta- 
oranting” that sang in the last two 
verses: 

Sorry that I'm not a painter 

To draw a picture of listening to the 
cascading spring 

In deep Autumn night. 

The temple wall was also inset with 
the calligraphic work “Urban Forest” by 
Wang Yushu. 

Southwest of the gourd-shaped islet 
was a two-storied pavilion, respectively 
named Cloud-painted Tower and Pure- 
sound Chamber >§ § f§]). The 

pavilion, built during the reign of Em- 
peror Qianlong of the Qing, was origi- 


nally at the eastern bank of Nanhai, 
the southern lake. Zhou Enlai suggest- 
ed moving the pavilion out of Nanhai to 
Taoranting Park in 1954. 

On January 18, 1920, Mao Zedong 
met with his revolutionary friend 
Deng Zhongxia, a member of the Fu 
Society, at the Temple of Mercy. In the 
late Qing Dynasty, Kang Youwei, Liang 
Qichao and Tan Sitong, scholars who 
attempted to wring a reform copying 
the West within the framework of the 
feudal rule, often gathered here for se- 
cret meetings. 

Members of the Young Chinese 
Society, an organization under the 
leadership of Li Dazhao, one of the 
founders of the Chinese Communist 
Party, had meetings here in absolute 
secrecy. On August 20, 1920, repre- 
sentatives of the Tianjin Society of 
Awakening, led by Zhou Enlai, and the 
Young Chinese Society of Beijing had 
a joint conference to consolidate their 
solidarity. 

According to legend, on the mound 
in the northeast of Taoranting there 
was a grave of a “fragrant beauty” of 
the Ming. The beauty was a famous 
courtesan who was married to a man 
called Yinchuan at the age of 16. Yinch- 
uan’s first wife, a hot-tempered woman, 
bullied her incessantly and she died of 
melancholy. Some feet away there was 
another grave of parrots. 

The legend says that a Cantonese of- 
ficial who was recalled by the emperor 
to Beijing brought with him a white- 
feathered parrot that could recite some 
Tang poems. When the parrot died, 
the sad Cantonese official buried the 
bird here. As a matter of fact, the 
graves only contained the ink-brushes 
and manuscripts of poetry buried by 
one man who had repeatedly failed the 
official civil examinations. 

Now, there is a grave of Gao Junyu, 
a labor movement agitator during the 
period of the Northern Warlords, who 
died at the age of 30. The grave stone is 
inscribed with a poem by his girlfriend 
Shi Pingmei: 

I'm the sword, 

I'm the fire, 

I will live like a lightning, 

Die like a fleeting star. 

The couple were buried in the grave 
when Shi Pingmei died. 
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Museum 
of Stone 
Carvings 

By Peng Xiaojiang 

B eijing Art Museum of 
Stone Carvings is a 
treasure house of stone 
carving culture. The museum 
stands on the site of Wutai (Five 
Pagoda) Temple, in Beijing’s west. 

Originally known as Zhenjue 
Temple, Wutai Temple was built 
during the reign of Emporer 
Yongle (1403-1424) of the Ming 
Dynasty, but destroyed by fire 
at the end of the Qing Dynasty. 
Only the Vajrasana, or pedestal, 
built in 1473, and five pagodas 
standing on it survived. 

They were on the first list 
of ancient monuments to be 
accorded special protection status 
on a national level in 1961. 

Wutaisi is the oldest of only a 
handful of this particular type of 
Buddhist pagoda (five pagodas on 
a pedestal) in existance in China. 

The pedestal is decorated with 
exquisite sankrit engravings and 
images of Bodhisattvas, and other 
auspicious figures. Forty-four 
steps spiral up to the glazed-tile 
pavilion on the top the pedestal. 

The museum also boasts an 
abundant collection of precious 
stone carvings. 

On the east side of the 
pedestal, various types of stone 
engravings are exhibited, 
including stone tablets recording 
the organizational systems and 
other activities of temples and 
monasteries, the tablets of 
Jesuits, tablets from ancestral 
halls and cemeteries, records of 
guild halls, and also tablets 
recording such activities as 
building bridge, mending roads, 
regulating rivers and setting up 
schools. 

The west side of the platform 
is dedicated to stone tablets from 
mausoleums. One of the most 
elaborate is a miniature mortuary 
shrine from the Qing Dynasty, 
which is composed of over thirty 
stone carvings. 

The museum has also set up an 
exhibition showing the stone carving 
culture in the Beijing region in a 
newly built exhibition hall. 

Hall One shows the origin of 
the culture of stone carving with 
epitaph stones, model calligraphy 
on stone and some traditional and 
religious stone engravings. 

Hall Two contains different 
kinds of stone fine arts. The most 
precious of these is the columns 
from the avenue leading to the 
coffin chamber of the tomb of Qin 
Jun, a noble of the Eastern Han 
Dynasty, which were unearthed in 
Laoshan, Shijingshan District. 

It is the earliest and best 
preserved example of stone 
carving from a mausoleum 
discovered in Beijing. 

Address: Baishiqiao, 
Xizhimenwai, Haidian District 
Open: 9 am - 4 pm , closed 
Mondays 

Admission: adults 15 yuan, 
students 8 yuan 
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